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STABILITY IN KINGDOM IS 
VERY IMPORTANT TO U.S. 


By Munir K. Nasser, from "I have enormous respect for papers saying that people donl because they allowed me the 
Washington D.C. him' as a person and for his know much about the Prince, privilege of being a friend and 

potential. 1 know that the rela- He is well known to us in the this is something that I will 
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The King's decision lo change the successor to the 
throne was based on several liicrnrs. First, rhe conli- 
dence of the father in his son and the knowledge of his 
ability to ttndeiiake this he;ny duty in the service of the 
country and citizens. 

Second, Prince Abdullah's appointment as Crown 
Prince is an implementation of the Constitution, which 
stipulates succession to the eldest soil of ihc King, the 
only choice oiIict than a hrothei. 

Another reason lor this choice is that ilie Crown 
Prince is an experienced miliuiy man, able lo haiulle 
tniigh siiiialioiis when they arise. 

Wheif fhe King gave his lin.it wind .nul made up his 
mind raking into act mini ilie intciesis of (he Kny.i) 
l-'.unilv and llu* lordaniiin People, inlei linked in tomnicni 
cmiceins as well as goals. 

Mespile llu* ciruimsliiiiies snimumling lire King's 
decision. I'lincc Hassan nccepletl u in loy.iliv lo the King 
and i.onsiiiulion and in ensuie the contiimily ot the 
ll.ishemile Ityrwisiy. 

In Kiel, IMiike Hassan took it as a t'.ilthlul soldiei. Mis 
wai mill dining l he ceremony when the nation went mil 
in i oiiui.mil. lie the Crown Piime was highly irsneueil 


liv llu* people .inti leflecied his ivoMr geUiue . 
Hashemite. 

Wlui is expelled tomi him is in spaie im elioi 
Mippoiliug llu* < i own I' i nice, him gill” his lull}: e\| 
elite in l he tie i vice « »l the nation again. 
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KING 

UNDERGOES 
NEW BONE 
MARROW 
TRANSPLANTS 
TODAY 


■His Majesty King Hussein, who completed chemotherapy on Sat- 
urday, will undergo today and tomorrow bone marrow transplants 
in an effort to achieve a more successful remission of cancer. 

A statement attributed to his physician, Lt.Ceneral Samir Farraj 
earlier this week saidtliat King Hussein is in stable condition after 
completing chemotherapy at the Mayo clinic. 

Jordan’s Ambassador to the United States told the press 
Saturday that the King is in "much better shape" chan he was sev- 
eral clays ago and is keeping his spirits up ahead of the next round 
of his cancer Treatment. 

“His mental powers are intact. He receives daily briefings from 
Jordan/ said Marwan Muasher, who was in Rochester during the 
King's treatment. "He also gives instructions on regular basis." 
(AGENCIES) 

UNRWA STAFF COMMITTEES 
ASK DONOR COUNTRIES TO 
MEDIATE WITH THE 
COMMISSIONER-GENERAL 


UNWRWA Area Staff 
Committees submitted a 
memorandum to the 
Ambassadors of the Donor 
countries in Jordan, yesterday 
asking them to mediate with 
the Commissioner- General of 
the United Nations Relief and 
Work Agency (UNWRWA}, in 
order to put fair solutions to 
their problems and stop the 
"Commissioner- General's 
management style 'dialogue 
for dialogue and to kill time,’ “ 
according to the memoran- 
dum 

"It is with great concern 
attached with tension that we 
learnt ofthe failure of the sec- 
ond meeting held between 
the Work Team and the 
Agency's Administration on 
27 & 28 January 1 999. This sec- 
ond meeting came after four 
months of delay and procrasti- 
nation although His Excellency 
the Commissioner- General 
had promised that all issues 
pending between the staff and 
the Administration would be 
solved within a period not 
exceeding six months," the 
memorandum said. 

"Now this period is about to 
expire but the major issues 
have not been handled. Not 
only that, but these major 
issues were deleted from the 
agenda of the two previous 
meetings, after they were 
fixed there, on the excuse of 
lack of funds. We wonder: 
whose responsibility is it to 
provide the required money? 



Is it the staff member or the 
employer? Or is it the same 
old story which we have been 
told all through our long ser- 
vice with the Agency? How do 
you explain rhe granting of 
granting of senior grade staff 
members additional grades 
and allowance up to sixty per 
cent (60^)7 Isn't this senior 
staff member living the same 
circumstances of the junior 
staff members of his own 
departmenr? On the contrary, 
the families of the junior staff 
members may very well create 
bigger responsibilities. Or is it 
the policy of "create schism 
and have control” or a policy 
followed with a view to 
appeasing the decision-mak- 
ers? Or how do you explain 
non-filling the many posts 
which have been vacant for 
long periods of time and the 
shortage in medicines in the 
Agency's health centres which 
is leaving the refugees help- 
less?" 

The committees requested 
"to urge the Commissioner- 
General to take immediate 
actions to set things right and 
to give the staff their rights 
which have been missing for 
more than three years. The 
commissioner-Generals man- 
agement style, "dialogue for 
dialogue and to kill time" 
should be stopped so that dia- 
logue may lead to satisfactory 
solutions." — The Arab Daily. 


UNMAS WORKS ON REMOVING 
185000 MINES LEFT IN JORDAN 


W hen peace is declared, 
the guns and mortars 
arc stilled, but no one 
turns off the mines which lay 
dormant in the ground until a 
victim passes by. 

Jordan, one of the countries 
suffering from landmines for 
more than fifty years, has 
received a five-member United 
Nations Mine Action Services 
(UNMAS) mission, upon its 
request, to assist it in removing 
the instruments of death scat- 
tered along the border with 
Israel, 

"About 250,000 landmines 
were found in Jordan. But only 
65,000 landmines have been 
cleared so far," said Lieutenant 
Colonel Wolfgang Hirsch, 
Program Officer, 

The Assessment team mem- 
ber of (UNMAS) added "Jordan, 
despite these figures, is an easy 
case, in comparison to Angola or 
Afghanistan, but Jordan has still 
a long way to go in regards of 
demining.” 

Landmines that have been 
planted in Jordan since 1948 
"caused approximately 400 civil- 
ian injuries and 88 deaths to 
date," said Mary Fowler, Deputy 
Chief and Policy Advisor of 
(UNMAS). 

“Another important aspect of 
UNMAS mission is the assistance 
of victims, those who are injured 





and handicapped from land- 
mines accidents,” added Fowler. 

The mission member also 
noted that mine clearance and 
mine victims are significant 
dimensions that UNMAS focuses 
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crime reporter 

"The UN Secretary General 
became particularly interested in 
landmines because the numher 
of victims is increasing world 
wide," pointed Fowler. 

Another dimension of UNMAS 
mission is concerns on mine 
awareness and informing people 
un wliar to do to avoid explo- 
sions of these mines. Also, 
efforts an? focused on involving 
schools, universities, govern- 
mental institutions and mass 
media to make people alert 
about landmine tragedies. 

"Many accidents happened 
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because of lack of awareiii 
landmines dangers," said Jurgen 
Lissoncr, UN Resident Gwtulina- 
tor. Usscncr added, “many local 
people remove fences of mine 
fields without realising that they 
are on rheir way to death." 

On the other hand, cost of 
removing landmines depends un 
the density of mines, (heir 
shapes, and the location where 
they have been planted. 

"Removing MU landmines 
located in a mine field would he 
cheaper than removing 100 
mines scattered in different 
areas," explained U*on 
Terblandi, mine action special- 
ist. 

[.cist July. Jordan became one 
of the countries dial signed the 
1997 Ottawa Treaty, which pro- 
hibits production, and use of 
mines. 'Hie signing look place in 
conjunction with the first land- 
mine conference in die Middle 
East, hosted by Ionian and 



organised by the landmine 
Snrvivois Network — a move- 
ment that enjoys rhe support of 
Her Majesty Queen Noor in pro- 
moting ban on landmines. 

“The mine fields on our bor- 
ders frightened ine and angered 
me, and I am still infuriated by 
today by the ongoing loss of sol- 
diers and civilians." said patron 
of the Landmine Survivor 
Network, HM Queen Noar. 

Meanwhile, the UNMAS mis- 
sion is co-operating with the 
Jordanian government to facili- 
tate their ambitious task, flic 
five-member UNMAS will meet 
with IIRH Prince Raatl Bin Zeid, 
Director nl the Hashemite 
Charity Society, members of the 
Armed Forces, senior govern- 
ment officials, as well as key rep- 
resentatives of the diplomatic 
corps who are supporting initia- 
tives feu demining and assis- 
tance to victims. 


MINISTER: SUDAN COMMITTED TO FIGHTING 
TERRORISM, RELATIONSHIP WITH EGYPT GOOD 


Accused of terrorism by the US and its 
allies, Sudan worked hard at the 17th Arab 
Interior Minister Conference to make dear 
that it is dedicated to comprehensive 
Arab efforts in their fight against the inter- 
national player. 

"We are concerned with curbing terror- 
ism. We also took the opportunity to dis- 
cuss other common security issue, such as 
drugs and crimes." Sudan's Interior 
Minister, Abdul Rahman Hussein said man 
interview with the Arab Daily, 

“Arab Interior Ministers are unified in 
spite of the instability in rhe Arab political 
world. This Assembly is held regularly to 
discuss important topics that are concern 


to Arab citizen security, " Hussein said. 

The Arab Ministers differentiate between 
resistance and terrorism,” This is a settled 
issue "if we go back to the Arab agreement 
or terrorism, “the Minister stressed saying 
that this is a settle issue. If we go hack to 
the Arab agreement on terrorism elimina- 
tion, we will find a dear distinction 
between both terms. It gave a clear defini- 
tion to each term, a matter (hat satisfied all 
Arab resistant movements as well ns 
stares." 

He added "we want the Arab Nation and 
the world to know that Sudan is highly 
committed to fighting terrorism, and this 
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ethical commitment and our Arab and 
nationalistic commitment." 

Concerning the relationship between 
Sudan Egypt, Hussein said, "regardless of 
what has been said about our relation, wc 
believe that we are on good terms, espe- 
cially regarding security. 1 ’ 

"'Hie summer cloud will soon pass. The 
lies between the people of Sudan and 
Egypt are strong enough to face what Is 
being said about problems in relations 
between our two countries,'' Hussein con- 
cluded. 


KUWAIT WELCOMES RETURN 
OF BILATERAL RELATIONS 


Kuwaiti Charge d'Affair ... 
Amman Faisal Al-Mkliaizim wel- 
comed the expected visit to 
Kuwait of Foreign Minister 
Abdul Hah Khaatib next 
Saturday at the invitation of his 
Kuwaiti counterpart Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jabr. 

Al-Mkhaizim told the press 
that Khatib is welcome in 
Kuwait where he will be among 
his brothers and family. 

Foreign Minister is expected 


to meet with the Emir of Kuwait 
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al- 
Sabah, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister Sheikh Saad Al- 
Abdallah Al-Sabah and his coun- 
terpart to discuss bilateral rela- ' 
tions. Abdul Ilah Khatib will 
also discuss with Kuwaiti offi- 
cials the arrangements for the 
return of Kuwaiti Ambassador . 
to Amman and Jordanian 
Ambassador to Kuwait. 


Abdul Ilah Khatib said on 
Saturday that the Kingdoms 
Embassy in Kuwait will reopen 
next week, signaling an end to 
a rift In diplomatic relations 
since the 1990 Gulf crisis. 

The Jordanian Embassy has 
been closed for nine years fol- 
lowing the 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

The decision came after a 
meeting between Kuwaiti 
Iritertor ' •. ■. 


Minister Sheikh Mohammed 
al-Khalid al-Sabah and Crown 
Prince Abdullah. Al-Sabah^ . 
member of Kuwait's rullri? '* 
ily was attending a .three-day 
conference of Arab Interior 
ministers in Amman. . 

A Foreign 1 Mlrilsrry team 
headed by Nabjl TSIlwuni, left 
Amman on Sunday to prepare 
the reopening of the embassy 
— Petra. 



Keep Close 


UK 

DETERMINED 
TO ENFORCE 
NO-FLY ZONE 
IN I RAO 

R aglnl«i«U.o tul «n| wires }- 
Defence Secretary George 
Rob eit sou said ««n Sunday 
that Britain was determined 
tu help enforce the southern 
nr i-lly zone in Iraq, after 
British crews took pail in an 
attack tin Iraqi ground facili- 
ties there. 

The Defence Ministry con- 
firmed reports h°m 
Washington that two «f «s 
Tornado HR- ainraft were 
among eight ll.S. and British 
planes that attacked two 
Iraqi c u minimi 1 rations Lici li- 
tres «ni Sunday altei an Iraqi 
wai plane entered lire south- 
ern nii-Hv /one. 

l his act inn bv Royal Air 
I'oice .liiciatl demons! lilies 
cull emit inning lhiiii nil n lent 
In the humanitarian t-* s k «>l 
enforcing the no-tlv /one in 
Iraq.” Ruboilsnn said in a 


assessment >*1 the laigels 
was under wav. British and 
U.k. spokesmen said. 

Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein has given orders 
m j pay 25 million dinars 
(about SI 3000) to air 
defence troops who succeed 
in shooting down a hostile 
aircraft, a newspaper said. 

Iraq's government newspa- 
per al-Jumhouriya said 
Raghdad would continue to 
challenge Western warplanes 
in the two no-fly zones. 

Destroying the facilities 
would impair the ability of 
Iraqi airlines to fiy in the no- 
fly, the U.S and British 
spokesmen said. 

■We’ve always said that we 
will take appropriate mea- 
sures to degrade Iraqi air 
defence systems if Saddam 
Hussein continues to target 
the coalition aircraft," a 
British Defence Ministry 
spokesman said. It was the 
first time the British aircraft 
had fired on Iraqi military 
sites since joint British-LLS, 
air strikes againsMraqi tar- 
gets over Four days last 
December. 
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DAILY 


VIAGRA, FINALLY 
LEGAL HERE! 



Viagra is now accessible ar phar- 
macies all over the country provided 
you have a medical prescription. This 
launch, carried out on Saturday by 
Amman Pfizer Pharmaceuticals, came 
after the Ministry of Health's 
approval. 

"Registration and approval for its 
release were granted to us by the 
ministry in December 1998. Since 
then, all preparations have been 
taken in order to ensure its availabili- 
ty In the Jordanian market today," 
Zaki Kasnio, area sates manager at 
Pfizer told the Arab Daily on the day 
oT l he launch. 

The reason behind the two month 
delay, according to lltc manager was 
to ensure the blue pill's entry into 
Jordan was done correctly. 

"Wfc have placed much effort 
preparing for a proper presentation 
of the product. V\te will be holding 
various sessions to explain and high- 
light the most important aspects of 
its use indudii tg its contraindications 
to all medical iHtffcssioitals w!k> will 
be dealing with ir. 

“We want to make sure that all 
inhumation concerning rliis drug arc 
Hilly known to [the physicians| in 
order tu properiy convey sudi data 
to the public and eradicate any pre- 
conceived misconceptions.'' 

The seminars have in fact started 
on Saturday and will be held until the 
6th of February at the Jordan 
Intercontinental hotel. It is not open 
to the public bur restricted to mem- 
bers of the medical field. 

Viagra comes only in and is sup- 
plied as blue, film-coated, rounded or 
diamond-sl taped; containing 50mg 
of sildenafil citrate and is commer- 
cially available in packs of4 tablets. It 
should be taken “one hour before 
sexual activity is anticipated. 
Therefore, it is not a daily drug," indi- 
cated Ali Said, pharmaceutical 
Director at Pfizer. 

Pfizer, a New Vbrk-based 
Pharmaceutical company, celebrates 
its ISQth anniversary this year. 
Viagra, the company's best selling 
product yet, received approval by the 
FDA in April 1998. Since then, various 
countries around the world have 
received it including many Arab 
states. 


Viagra, an oral therapy for erectile 
dysfunction, is the citrate salt of 
sildenafil, a selective inhibitor of 
cydfc gu a nosine monophosphate 
(rGMPF specific phosphodiesterase 
lype5 (PDE5). 

Contrary to popular belief, Viagra 
is not a magic pill. 

"nnlvwhmihfflamml'aiiii- 

by RANA ASFOUR 

Health editor 

lation, in response to the presence of 
nitric oxide in the penis, the main 
honnone responsible for erection,’* 
explained Imad Ali, medical manager 
at Pfizer. 

“Erectile Dysfunction is a serious 
disease in which underlying causes 
such as diabetes, hypertenison, 
depression, spinal cord injuries and 
duonic diseases of the kidney and 
liver play a major role in its occur- 
rence," explained kasmo. 

In addition. Viagra is not totally 


safe. Pfizer recently had to change 
the label after they discovered tltat 
the concomitant administration of 
Viagra with an oiganic nitrate may 
cause dangerous side effects. 

"Viagra lias shown to potentiate 
the hypotensive ellects of nitrates, 
and its administration to patients 
who are currently using organic 
nitrates in any form is therefore con- 
traindicated," explained Ali. 

Viagra was administered to over 
“4000 patients aged 19-87 during 
dinical trials world-wide. Eighty two 
percent of tlie results were positive," 
said Kasmo. He also added, "in place- 
bo-connolled dinical studies, the dis- 
continuation rate due to adverse 
events for Viagra was not sig- 
nificantly different from placebo 
(23%). They were generally mild to 
moderate in nature." 

Adverse events indude 
“headaches, flushing and Indiges- 
tion," explained Kasnio. He also indi- 


cated that patients with a history of 
cardiovascular diseases should con- 
sult their physician before taking 
Viagra. 

Until further research is available, 
Ali advises tliat Viagra should be 
used alone to treat erectile dysfunc- 
tion due to the fact that "no studies 
have been done to test the effidency 
of Viagra to treat die disorder with 
other dregs," 

Meanwhile, reports of deaths and 
impotence caused as result or 
improper use of viagra have been 
published in many countries of the 
worid Including Arab states. 

"Every drug has adverse events. 
We have to collect all data related to 
the patient's case when Viagra is 
being taken. Analysis of tills will lead 
us to whedier Viagra is responsible 
for these dangerous side effects. 
Better and more accurate reporting is 
needed." concluded All. 


Cultural Club 
Recognizes HURD 

The Pioneer's Cultural Club 
in Hiltin Camp received the 
Jordan representative of the 
Holy Land Institution for Relief 
and Development HURD, 
Abdul Rahcein AL Biqae'e , 
accompanied by Majdi Dauud, 
a member at the institution. 

The Dallas-based HURD had 
distributed 3000 food pack- 
ages worth of USS 80,000 
among the needy in different 
areas in Jordan. The charitable 
activity took place in Ramadan 
as part of the Iftar Project. 



Art Basics...? Artistic Freedom... 

The Arts Center 


Sculp-ture, Drawing 
& Painting, Ceramics 
Beginner & Advanced Courses 

Llcsnsed by the Ministry ol Education 

Workshop & Studio Studies with 
Specialized Instructors 

Exhibition & Prizes at the End of each Course 


Visit our Current Course Exhibition 



Crown Prince receives 
Sudanese Vice President 

HRH Crown Prince Abdullah rhe Regent, received yesterday the 
Sudanese Vice President Ali Othmaii Talia who congratulated him - 
on his designation as heir to the Throne. Taha conveyed a con- -i 
gratulatory message from the Sudanese president, in which he 
wished the Crown Prince prosperity and success in his new role, 
and inquired about King's health wishing him safe home return. 

Earlier in the day the Crown Prince accompanied with Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh and Sudanese ambassador received the 
visiting guest upon his arrival nt Amman airport — Petra, 

...and receives UNRWA's 
Commissioner 

HRH Crown Prince Abdullah the Regent received yesterday the * 
Commissioner General ofllnited Nations Relief and Works Agency . 
"UNRWA" Peter Hansen. The two discussed the refugees’ ques- I 
tions. Jordan’s role supporting their cause and the means to acti- 
vate international role towards this cause. Prince Abdullah I 

expressed his thanks to the Agency for its role and activities to , 

improve the refugees’ standard of living. On the other hand, 

Hansen commended Jordan's support in this field. Meanwhile, 
representatives of donor nations contributing financial assistance 
to the "UNRWA" held a meeting in Amman yesterday together 
with representatives of Arab States hosting Palestinian refugees. . 

Discussions during the meeting tackled ways to maintain the 
present level of UNRWA's social, educational and health services 
to Palestinian refugees. Discussions also touched on prospects for 
the Agency to close the deficit in its fiscal budget — Petra. 

PM briefs Senators on Kina's health 

The upper House of Parliament, yesterday held a session 
presided over by speaker Zeid Al Refai. During rliis session, the 
Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh briefed the Senators on the King’s 
health condition. He stressed that King Hussein is in stable con- 
dition and lie enjoys high morals Tarawneh implored the Almighty 
to return the King healthy and safe to his homeland. In his 
speech, Refai thanked the Prime Minister and reiterated the 
House congratulations to the Crown Prince for being designated 
as heir to the throne — PeLra. j 

Water to be monitored before [ 
pouring into Zai plant 

"The Ministry uf Water and Irrigation lias set up a precise and 
solid plan to monitor the qualify of water pouring into the Zai 
Plant," says the Secretary General. Qussai Qutcisliat. 

"Tite most important parr of the plan concerns monitoring the 
quality of water pouring into the Zai Plant for purification. The 
quality will be checked before reaching the plant," Quteishat said. 
According to the official, the Ministry designed an early warning 
system in cooperation witli Norwegian experts that will monitor 
the water quality and its changes. "The early warning system 
includes the installation of six modern srations to examine the ! 
water quality automatically and transferring information regard- j 

ing that immediately and directly to Zai station," he said. 

Quteishat added that two stations were constructed iri Norway l 

and shipped to Jordan, pointing out that they were expected to 
arrive on the twentieth of February. The stations will be installed 
once they arrive under the supervision of Norwegian experts irt , 
cooperation with the Authority and the Jordan Valley Authority. 

One of the stations will be Installed at the Al Ma’khadh station in 
Deir Alla and the second at the water entrance in the Zai Plant. 

Quteishat clarified that four other stations are being built in 
Norway, would be completed during the next few months. He 
stressed that by installing the system, the ministry would have 
completed a model project to monitor water quality and prevent 
any surprises In the future. The Jordan Vblley Authority r vtfl! own 
the stations, while the Water Authority and its staff will supervise 
ahd manage them t— P etra. . ■■ ! • I 
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IRAQ CALLS ON GULF COUNTRIES 
TO ACT AGAINST 'AMERICAN PLOT' 


BAGHDAD. (AIT) — Iraq 
Monday said words were not 
enough to counter the 
"American plot” aimed at over- 
throwing the regime of Iraqi 
President Saddain Hussein, and 
called on Gulf countries to act 
against it. 

"Countries which say they 
have no intention of plotting 
against Iraq should translate 
their rejection of the American 
plot into action," said an offi- 
cial Iraqi spokesman, quoted by 
the official INA news agency. 

Reacting to the current tour 
of the Gulf by US Assistant 
Secretary of State Martin Indyk. 
lie said words are not enough. 
"It is how they act that shows 
the true stance of each of the 
neighbouring states towards 
the American plot." he said. 

Indyk, who left Kuwait on 
Monday for Oman on the 
fourth leg of his trip, is on a 
mission to rally Gulf support 
for covert operations to topple 
Saddam Hussein. 

Washington says it wants to 
work with Iraq’s neighbours 
and the Iraqi people, liuLh from 
inside the country and the 
opposition in exile. 

The Iraqi spokesman 
described the US aims as a fla- 
grant violation of UN Security 
Council resolutions and of 
international law, and 
denounced the Iraqi opposition 
as "traitors." 

"Where is the so-called 
opposition?" he asked. "They 
are a gang of thieves and mer- 


cenaries who have sold their 
national dignity off cheap in 
the American slave market." 

Indyk was accompanied for 
the first stages of his trip by the 
newly-appointed US special 
representative for the transi- 
tion of Iraq. Frank Ricciardone 
who confirmed Sunday that 
Washington's goal was not just 
to topple Saddam but also to 
set up a democratic govern- 
ment in Baghdad. 

"The task at hand Is going to 
be a difficult one." said the 
career diplomat. "We hope that 
all neighbouring countries have 
rhe same stake in seeing Iraq 
get back on its feet and be free 
and independent." 

However, Saudi Arabia said 
recently during the visit of US 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright that it was opposed to 
any involvement by external i 
forces in the overthrow of 
Saddam. I 

And the Qatari daily Ash- J 
Sliarci said Monday the United '< 
States was acting just as badly 
as Saddam by flagrantly calling 
for his overthrow. 

“Oil what law or internation- 
al convention is Mr. Indyk bas- 
ing" his campaign? asked the 
newspaper, which reflects offi- 
cial thinking in the Gull state. 

It said Indyk’s words were 
not much different from Iraq's 
(.alls for the Arab masses to 
revolt against pro-US leaders. 
"We shouldn't allow the United 
States (to do) what we have 
denied Iraq," it said- 



UNLOADING THE MULE, An Iraqi >«» «'•» ■"» (# J Blry *„d pushed hundred, ol thousand, of (en,- 

.anctlnn. have dnvBilotedlhneconomvo* ‘he H " nr |(ioM „ .. m u.Ion Impossible agoln.t 

under the poverly ' »»■ '«*• " “ 1 L- "•>>'<< P» - US '” k *° PP,# - 

President Saddain Hussain and oflereii a mg » 

Saddam lour (o Onion (AFP pbolo) 


stilTXwanted fugitive, 
OCALAN SEEKS SAFE LANDING 


THE fugitive Kurdish leader Abdullah Ocalan 
appeared last night (Monday) to be shuttling 
around Europe in a private jet looking for a coun- 
try which would accept him after being denied 
admission to the Netherlands and Greece, in what 
appeared to be developing into a near-farcical 
odyssey, it was unclear where exactly Ocalan was 
hiding. 

Countries across Europe, from Belgium. to 
Russia, denied that he was on their territory. Italy 
and Denmark warned that they did not want him 
to land there. „ . . 

Ocalan, wanted in TUrkey for his complicity in a 
14-year terrorist campaign, by his Kuithstan 
Workers' Party (PKK). was denied permission to 
land at Rotterdam airport yesterday morning, 
when he apparently attempted to reach the inter- 
national Permanent Court of Arbitration at ie 
Hague. . . 

The Turkish government claimed Ins plane had , 
landed ar Athens' for a refuelling stop, but the 
Creek authorities made it dear they did not want 
him there either and denied that he;was on Greek 


in Russia as the evidence mounted that no other 
"Lint Ecevit, the Turkish Prime Minister aid P™« din S 5 

becLe in aciitplLTn hi“ Lesjta impor^ , f 0[lllB iald yesterday that He had 

tant thing is that he cannot find ""ywhere^ hBfn P intendlng to reach The Hague Court - set up 

hide." The Kurdish leader slipped out of Rome ‘ j-j-j— — 100 years ago to 

: two weeks ago, after the sufelgOEVtinn resolve inter- 

' Italian authorities rejected - mm csggGStt&iiS® 5® statl ' dlstllItes 

a Turkish extradition appli- fE BEMInB IW * p - to raise the issue 

cation. Ocalan was at the |||g g,i|t|©S. T* 1 © nf Independence 

centre of a diplomatic row , a. sfauE to© ®2n«3 fnr Kllrdisl ' 

between Italy. the fning •» BlraH area of south- 

European Union and the amyWltCE'Clt TO RBIMjj eastern Turkey. A 

Turkish government in — - ■ ■ j . ~ , n ,,L,,., man fur the court said it would need per- 

November over the Italians' re^drehanl ^ sldes tn nsi<le, a case, 

over because Tbrkey retains the dnApni * 0ca|all . s D „ tl h lawyer Britta Bnelller said: “He 

Hirkey has promised that Ocalan mil not , L , ck „ pu ]| t ical solution, an Interna- 

executed, but still wants tu ^agehimon fm V fc[ ^ people - About 200 Kurdish 

charges of treason at, smg ;out of 5upp orters had gathered at thea.rport III 

palgn, which has claimed at least 29.000 live =. wekome Ocalan yesteiday, but his 

had previously been forced out of Syria, p ^ diverted before it reached Dutch air- 


er flight details before arriving. 

"It was a non-scheduled flight, a Dutch justice 
department spokesman said, prompting the accu- 
sation from Ms Boehler that the authorities had 
made a political, not a technical decision. 

“The order not ro allow him in came from on 
high,” she said. 

The Dutch justice minister, Benk Korthals, said 
later that Ocalan was an undesirable alien who 
would not be allowed into the country. 

As it was reported that Ocalan s plane was 
heading for Greece, a government spokesman in 
Athens said: "Our policy is crystal clear. We do not 
desire Ocal.m's presence in Greece. We do not see 
how it would be useful." . . 

Greece's ambassador in Ankara Dim itnos 
Nezeritis was summoned to the Turkish foreign 
ministry twice as officials continued to insist 
Ocalan had landed in Athens. Greece issued 
Increasingly strong denials Thai he was there. 

by STEPHEN BATES 
Trie Guard/an end Trie A nb fluff/ <m fox 
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> FIVE Britons charged with 

by RORY CARROLL terrorist offences in Yemen 

Qurdlan A Arab Dally on same day were forced into court at 
gunpoint yesterday after 
protesting that they were not receiving a fair trial. The suspects refused 
to leave a eeU beneath the court during a recess, but soldiers jostled them 
out and into the dock. They shouted that they had just been beaten, and 
relatives screamed (ot them to be left alone. 

Defence lawyers squirmed past a scrum of guards to confer with dieir 
clients, wlio were protesting at being denied access to tlie lawyers, before 
being farced back to their seats. “What's the point in having six lawyers 
irwe can't even speak to them?" shouted one suspect, Shahid Butt, aged 
32, of Binning] lam. 

The trial, adjourned until Saturday to allow the defence to read the 
investigation files, appears likely to iHst weeks, possibly months. 

Meanwhile, a British oil worker was released on Sunday six hours after 
being kidnapped in the town of Marib. Hie Foreign Office said Patrick 
VWIsh. who works for the American company Hunt Oil, was safe and well. 
At yesterday’s hearing, six witnesses, four of them policemen, testified 
that at about 1 1 pm on December 23 three of the accused drove through 
a roadblock in Aden in a rented Daewoo, were in a collision and finally 
fled on foot. Tlie abandoned car was packed with explosives. Ibrahim 
Fitini Salem, aged 37, was commander of the parrol that stopped the car. 
Its occupants were allegedly on n mission to bomb Westerners at tlie 
beliesr of tlie London-based Islamic cleric Abu flamza. 

He told tlie court the driver was identified as Malik Nassar, aged 26, the 
rear passenger as Snnnad Ahmed, 21, both of Birmingham, and the front 
passenger as Mohsin Ghalain, 18, ofLondon. 

The suspects drove ofT after being asked to produce documents, said 
Salem. "We tried to overtake bur we could not. The car collided with 
another vehicle and continued ru drive on." He said it was abandoned on 
a busy street. Salem Miii, a shopkeeper, said Ghalain was one of the men 
he saw emeigi ng from the cm: 

“It was strange that they were running," said Miri. A police officer was 
stated to have driven the Daewoo to the investigations department, 
where a search allegedly revealed tworockets. five landmines, two mobile 
phones, fuses and wires. Glia lain shook his head when one officer held a 
mine aloft. 

Yesterday's hearing was more orderly than the trial's first two days. 
Chaotic misunderstandings were avoided by the appointment of a quali- 
fied translator, Mohammad Abdullah Zaid. 

Butt's brother, Rahid.aged 27, said lie would stay in Aden until the trial 
ended. Yd rather lose a few months than lose my brother." 


WASHINGTON (AP) _ U.S. Defense Secretary William Cohen scofTed at 
a report Monday in an Iraqi newspaper that President Saddam Hussein 
has offered a reward of Si 4,000 for any Iraqi who shoots down an 
American plane “It reflects just another example of Saddam Hussein Rail- 
ing out, Cohen said ar a news conference in response to a question 
about Saddam s bounty offer. "He's looking For any way he can to try to 
strike out against die United Slates and Britain," he added. Iraq has been 
diaBenging U.S. and British enforcement of "no-fly" zones over northern 
and southern Iraq, particularly over the past month, by firing surface-to- 
air missiles at U.S. and British aircraft. U5. officials have said they believe 
Saddam Is hoping to shoot down a plane and take a pilot as prisoner. 


flflfllnaHrai 

DAMASCUS. Feb I (ATP) - Syria Mondqy accused Jsrael pf working 
against peace and accused it of provocation, the’ official SANA agency 
reported Monday A meeting of the country’s highest political body, the 
ruling National Progressive Front (NPF), an umbrella grouping of seven 
political parties, attacked a law adopted by the Israeli pariiament last 
mon|h making It harder to reuim the Gdlan Heights to Syria, arid east 
Jerusalem to the Palestinians. "This Is an act of provocation which is not 
bjsed on any law. and prevent? the implementation ot peace with Syria, 
which is aii essential precondition for a just and comprehensive peace " 

■ tire NPF said. " : i..: 


ISRAELI ELECTION 

CAMPAIGN TURNS UGLY 


M ob culrure has nothing 
on Israeli politics. 
Beleaguered Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has 
taken to calling all his opponents 
in the upcoming May 17 election 
"leftists" and said he wouldn't 
remove his bulletproof vest as 
long as they're around. After 
opposition politician Amnon 
Lipkin-Shahak called Netanyahu 
"dangerous to Israel" last month, 
he was pelted with raw chicken 
parts in a Tel Aviv market and 
told: “The next bullet is for you." 
Then a series of mysterious 
break-ins damaged the offices 
and homes of some Labor Party 
aides - prompting Netanyahu to 
suggest that Labor had staged the 
burglaries to make Likud look 
bad. As the headline in last week’s 
Yediot Alironot newspaper read: 
ISRAEL’S POLITICAL CULTURE IS 
MEASURED BY THE NUMBER OF 
TOMATOES THROWN. 

Even in Israel, campaigning 
doesn't get much rougher than 
this. The country has always 
respected pluck and thrived mi in- 
your-face discourse. But the vitri- 
ol of this month-old campaign has 
shocked even the most hardened 
observers. Everyone seems to 
have it in for Netanyahu - and the 
prime minister refuses to pack up 
his office without a fight, howev- 
er dirty. Though there are more 
candidates than ever competing 
in this race, they represent fewer 
and fewer points of view. All 
agree on the basis for the land- 
for-peace security deal with the 
Palestinians, for instance. So they 
are attacking Netanyahu not on 
Iris polities but on his character. 
"It's the morality, stupid," says 
Dan Meridor, Netanyahu’s former 
Finance minister who defected 
from Likud to found a new - and 
as yet unnamed - centrist party. 
“It's not whether the border will 
be right or left of Nahlus, impor- 
tant as that is. Morality and lead- 
ership are the issues." 

Ever since his government fell 
apart last December, Bibi's sup- 
porters have been defecting left, 
right and center. They are disgust- 
ed with what they see as his fick- 
leness over the peace process, his 
pandering to the religious right 
and his failure to keep his word. 
Last week Likud suffered its 
biggest blow yet when former 
Defense minister Yitzhak 
Mordecliai, whom Bibi filed just 
ahead of his own defection, 
signed on to lead die new centrist 
party founded by Meridor, former 
Tel Aviv mayor Roni Milo and for- 
mer chief of staff Shaliak. In his 
final cabinet appearance, 
Mordecliai read pointedly to 
Netanyahu, who was sitting 
across the table, from the Book of 
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Israeli Prime Minister Benfamln Netanyahu paints out how his government 
reduced the trade deficit during a briefing of economic reporters yesterday. 
Netanyahu, who also serves as finance minister, seems close to getting the 
long overdue 1999 budget through the Knesset (parliament) after the parlia- 
mentary finance committee approved a crucial ancillfary bill. 

Psalms: "Deliver my soul, O Lord. Yediot Alironot last week. But so Morclechni left the Army when 
from lying lips and a deceitful -far Bibi’s biggest challenge still Shaliak passed him over for a pro- 
tongue." Netanyahu responded comes from Libor: n recent poll motion. "They are all fighters, and 
by calling tlie centrists “a party of showed Mnrdech.ii finishing they like a fierce battle," says Meir 
losers" who are “not going to get behind both Netanyahu and Shalev, one of Israel’s leading nov- 
anywhere." Other Likud officials Labor Party leader thud Barak, elists and commentators, 
labeled Mordecliai a ,, rraitoi 1 ’"riie Labor has remained largely above "Everything is rooted in this 
descent into juvenile name-calling the fray, demanding an Israel "for atmosphere or violence.” 
alarmed political analysts - but eveiyone, not just for extrem- But their focus on personality 
dearly got the public’s attention, ists." Barak lias focused on social instead ofideology is new. Before 
We are in the midst of a leader- and economic issues, arguing that the last elections in 1996, the 
ship crisis that is a direct result ot money Netanyahu allocated to electoral system was changed so 
the character of our prime minis- yeshiva students and settlements that Israelis now cast two votes, 

ter and the way he runs his gov- should be spent instead on gen- one for a party and one for a 

emnienc, so that makes it very eral education and infrastructure prime-ministerial candidate. That 
persona], 1 says Arye Cannon, projects. He may yet get the ceil- places a much sharper focus on 
president of the Israel Democracy trisrs’ support; Mordecliai has the character of die candidates 
Institute, a Jerusalem think tank, indicated that he would do any- than the old parliamentary sys- 

This ^ is the nastiest campaign, tiling to defeat Netanyahu - even tern, in which the prime minister 

and it’s only going to get worse;" team up with Labor. was simply the leader of tlie party' 

At least Israeli voters have Tlie enmity among the candi- that won the most seats in die 
some choices for a change, dates often goes back a long way. Knesset. A bill is pending to 
Mordecliai, who is Kurdish-born, Many served together in the change it back, but even if it pass- 
has special appeal among the armed forces and competed for es I two n’t apply to this campaign, 
blue-collar and immigrant popula- top military jobs as young men. The tomatoes are likely to. keep 
lions. He would be the first Labor's Barak, for instance, was flying. After all, the election is still 
Sephardic Jew ever elected prime Netanyahu's commander in the more than three months mVay. 
minister and could "break the Army, Mordecliai and Sliahak may 
(Jewish] tribalism between east 

and west, left and right," wrote e 

columnist Nahum Barnea in OJf MATT RpE5 

• Newsweek & Arab Dally on same day 
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ARAB PARTIES IN ISREAL 
TO RAISE CASH FROM 
ARAB COUNTRIES 


ARAB NEWS 9 


JERUSALEM (AIT) — Arab polit- 
ical parties in Israel are aiming 
to mimic successful Jewish 
fund-raising operations over- 
seas by setting up a group to 
raise cash from the wider Arab 
world, one of the organizers 
said on Monday. 

“Tlie aim of this organiza- 
tion is to raise funds for exist- 
ing Arab parties in Israel fmm 
friendly Arab countries which 
support the peace process," 
Ara Abu Maghdim, an aide to 
Arab Knesset deputy lalab n\- 
Sana, told AFP. 

“The Zionist parties raise 
funds for election battles from 
Jewish communities through- 
out the world and even from 
the Aral) countries like 
Morocco. This will dn the 
same," Abu Maghdim said of 
the new Association for 
Solidarity with Arabs in Israel. 

But the plans have drawn an 
angry response in the press 
from Israeli politicians who 
protest that this may mean 
funds coming from sworn ene- 
mies of Israel such as Syria and 


Gaza (Agencies) — 

Sheikh Ahmed Yassin. 

the leader of the M 

Islamic movement ' \ ■ ' 

Hamas, said he had \ 1 

begun an open-ended !' ]E. \T ’ 

hunger strike to IBj&’ 

protest at the deten- Egf©. ■' 

tion of political pris- 

oners in Palestinian \ M \v 

Authority jails. jt^ WwO 11 

ISRAELI POLICE PREPARE FOR 
MAJOR RIOTS IN WEST BANK 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, (AFP) — gun battles between Israeli Hoops 
Israeli police are preparing for and Palestinian police, 
major riots which could erupt in "Our aim Is to develop a profes- 
rhe West Bank if Palestinian lead- siona j p0 |jce farce able to confront 
ers unilaterally declare the creation any possible situation." 

or a state in May. a senior official Ataronoridl Mi d. 
said Monday. Palestinian leader ttsser Arafat 

Yitzhak AhatonoM*. dttef of ^ ^ ^ ftfcainlaB have a 

Israeli police in the Vfet Bank, said . q ^ mation of 

his men had been undergoing spe- ^ ^ 

dal weapons training and inaneu- d.e.rown stateonM^ ^uhe 
vets to protect police stations from fiueyeai Intenin penod laid dam 
attack and had asked for addition- in the Oslo peace accords with 
al armored vehicles. Israel expire. 

"We are preparing for a sltua- Israel Prime Minister Benjamin 

tion 10 times worse that the riot- Netanyahu, who has suspended 
ing which erupted in September ^ application of interim peace 
1996" after Israel opened a new acco(ds ^ rtie Palestinians, has 
entrance to an archeological tun- ^ | lis government would 
uel near Moslem holy sites m to a Palestinian deelara- 

Jcnisalem. ■ don of statehood by annexing 

Some BO Palestinians wd Israeli ^ ^ ^ umler 

soldiers died in the 1996 rioting, P artb i 
which degenerated into tunning Israel s control. 


JORDAN, IRAQ SIGN BILATERAL 
ECONOMIC COOPERATI ON ACC ORD 


Iraq. 

Abu Maghdim brushed off 
lilt- protests insisting that the 
main targets for the group's 
activities were the Arab coun- 
tries which are at pence with 
Israel, in particular Jordan, 
Egypt and Gulf states such as 
Qatar and Oman. 

"We have no enemies in the 
Arab world. If Israel has a prob- 
lem with some of the countries 
that does not mean that we 
have a problem." lie said. 

Jewish fund-raising groups 
abroad, particularly in the 
United States, channel millions 
iif dollars to Israeli political 
parties each year. 

Rules that limit individual 
donations to political parties 
are honoured more in the 
breach than in the observance. 

"We (Israeli Arabs) suffer 
from racial discrimination in 
things like the budget alloca- 
tion," Abu Maghdim said. 

"We should be allowed to 
raise our voices up high to ask 
for funds from Arab people 
around the world." he said. 


BAGHDAD, (AFP) - Iraq and Jordan Monday 
signed an economic cooperation agree- 
ment, saying they wanted to work together 
for their mutual benefit, the official Iraqi 
news agency, INA. reported. 

The agreement, reached at a meeting 
of their joint economic commission, was 
signed by the deputy governor of rlie Iraqi 
central bank, Abdel Ahad Butros. and the 
under-secretary at the Jordanian trade and 
industry ministry, Mohammad Halayka. 

Speaking afterwards, the two officials 
stressed "their countries’ wish to increase 
bilateral cooperation in their mutual inter- 
est." INA said. 


At the beginning of January the two 
countries renewed an agreement on the 
delivery of 4.8 million tonnes of Iraqi ci tide 
oil to Jordan in 1999. at an average price of 
8.4 dollars per barrel. 

Jordan exports basic essentials to Iraq, 
ill the framework of the oil-for-fond agree- 
ment which allows sanctioits-hit Iraq to sell 
limited quantities nf oil and use the pro- 
ceeds lor food and medicines under strict 
UN control. 

Trade between Jordan and Iraq 
amounted to rme billion dollars in 1998. 
the Iraqi trade minister said recently. 

flans lor an oil pipeline between the 


two countries neuily one thousand kilome- 
ters (725 miles) lung have been under dis- 
cussion for several months. It would link 
the HadLlha field. 260 kilometers (160 
miles) north west nl Baghdad, with the 
Joulanian pnrr of Aqaba, via the Zarqa refin- 
ery. 20 kih i mete is 112 milesl north ul 
Amman. 

The pipeline, with a capacity ul 
l r , 0,01)0 ban els per day. would save Jordan 
55 million dollars a veai which it cinreiilly 
spends on i ran spot ling ciude hy mad. Hie 
cost of building the Ihuliiha-Z.iraq section 
is put at 350 million dollais. 


US: NEW WYE RIVER SETBACK 
'VERY UNFORTUNATE' 


WASHINGTON. IAI : P) - The 
United States on Monday said 
the failure of Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority to meet a 
deadline under the Wye River 
peace accord was "very unfor- 
tunate" and urged both sides to 
implement the agreement. 

"We find it very unfortunate 
that the Wye River ineuioiaiv 
(luni has not been implement- 
ed.” State Department 
spokesman James Robin said, 
noting rluu Monday's deadline 
for the second phase of the 
accord passed without condi- 
tions being met. 

“The memorandum needs to 
be implemented.' he said. It is 
essential that the problems that 
have arisen in the second phase 
be addressed by the parties so 
that implementation can move 
forward." 

Rubin expressed US irritation 
over the fact that the two sides 
were seeking to blame the 
other for the failure to meet the 
deadline. 

"Our focus is not on assign- 
ing blame bul on gelling ihe 

agreement implemented.' he 

said. 

Under the Wye River accord 
signed In October, Israel was to 
withdraw form 13 percent more 
of the West Bank in exchange 
for a US-monitored Palestinian 
crackdown on anti-Israeli vio- 
lence — primarily hy Islamic 
militants opposed to peace 
with the Jewish state. 

Claiming the Palestinians 
were not honoring the deal, 
Netanyahu froze its implemen- 
tation in December. ^ 

Rubin noted that the 

Palestinians had complied with 
some, but not all. of their oblig- 
ations under the second phase 
of Wye while the Israelis had 
not tarried out theirs. 

"The Important point is hotlt 
sides need to engage directly 
on the issues," he said, adding 
that the matter would be 
brought up with Palestinian 
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complaints from US officials in Unconfirmed that US offi- 

rhe Middle East vvhoaccused cials were aware of the charges. 

Israel of trying to tOTpedo a Prill t h em seriously and were 
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‘'Out (focus is not on assigning - A t this time we do n« have. 

any infurnintion that would 

blame but on getting tne confirm that any uf the releases 

■ S were individuals implicated in 

agreement impie meniea ^ . k - llnns or lh e Americans.- . 

ririTcK eo'lree. which killed US citizens. Rubin said. 

The officials said Washington . Tlie press statement said the 
w'as investigating the Israeli live were among .->-lem.r.sls 
charges, but expressed anger released from Palestinian jails 
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CLINTON IMPEACHMENT TRIAL 
HAS BECOME PURE THEATER!! 




Behind the scenes, it's not about removing the 
president anymore. It’s about saving face, dishing 
dirt and posturing for history. The only real issue is 
who will come out looking worse: the president for 
seducing an intern and trying to cover it up; rlie 
Republicans for their rabid insistence on prolong- 
ing the scandal; die media for celebraring it, or - 
most likely - all of the above. 

It's not hard to imagine the videotape many 
Republicans want to see. They would like the 
Senate and tile rest of the nation to watch Monica 
Lewinsky, under oath, telling her sad and sordid 
story - weepy, vulnerable, a young woman wronged 
by a predatory president. But they may get a differ* 
eni Monica, judging from her informal interview 
with the House impeachment managers on Jan. 24. 
According to two people who attended the closed- 
door session at the Mayflower Hotel. Lewinsky was 
cool and, at times, slightly mocking toward the 
prosecutors. At one point, Rep. Bill McCollum of 
Florida was asking Lewinsky about her involvement 
with the president. Monica eyed the starched and 
prim McCollum and coyly answered. “I don’t want 
to pm a wrinkle in your shirt." 

Hie impeachment trial of Bill Clinton has 
become pure theater. There is virtually no chance 
that the president will be removed. It takes 67 of 
100 senators to convict, and last week 44 voted to 
dismiss the case outright. 

On botli sides of the aisle senators seem to want 
to salvage some shred of dignity; they effectively 
agreed last week to a face-saving compromise to 
depose only three witnesses and push for a final 
vote by Feb. 12. (The president lias postponed a 
trip to Central America so that lie can be in the 
country if the trial ends on schedule.) But that date 
could slip if there is a partisan squabble over unre- 
solved questions, such as whether to show video- 
tapes of the testimony on the Senate floor and 
whether to barb the president's acquittal with cen- 
sure or reprimand. 

Most Americans could only wonder: why is this 
still going on? The answer lies partly in the strange 
culture of Capitol Hill and the egos and political exi- 
gencies of its partisans. Though senators scowl in g- 
ly denounce the spectacle, they seem to enjoy all 
the attention. Every afternoon the solons line up at 
the camera stakeout just off the floor. Every Sunday 
about a fifth of the Senate appears on the talking- 
head shows. Off camera, more subtle dynamics are 
at work. Some conservatives who are up for re- 
election in 2000 have been lying low, lest they 
offend moderate voters. But behind the scenes, 
they have been arguing that die show trial has to 
go on to satisfy the GOP's right-wing "base." While 
some senators want to appear more dignified than 
their lower-caste relations in rhe House, others 
want to allow the managers to save face for the 
sake of party solidarity. None of this has much to do 
with Clinton’s guilt or innocence. But it has every- 
thing to do wirli rhe real stakes: how the voters - 
and history - will treat Clinton's accusers and 
defenders, and what American life and politics will 
look like after it's over. 

The sham quality to the endgame was exposed 
by the Senate's failure to call Betty Currie as a wit- 
ness. In any court of law, Currie's testimony would 
be crucial to making a case against Clinton of 
obstaicrion of justice. Currie's statements to the 
FBI and her grand-jury testimony suggest that the 
president coached his secretary to lie about his 
relationship with Monica Lewinsky. But in her sev- 
eral appearances before the grand jury, Currie was 


by EVANS T HOMAS & MARK H OSENBALL 


all over the map, failing to remember events that 
she had once easily recalled. The Republican man- 
agers argued, unconvincingly, that Currie's testimo- 
ny had been dear enough. But the real reason she 
wasn’t called, say Hill staffers, was a desire not to 
re-enact what some GOP senators call "The Scene." 
They remember the camera Images of Currie, cring- 
ing and cowering before the media crush outside 
the courthouse early in the scandal. Currie would 
be too sympathetic and too pro-Clinton in her tes- 
timony (on the day the president was impeached, 
Currie was seen giving Ginton a warm hug of sup- 
port). 

A more tempting target, at least for propaganda 


written (but nor mailed) love letters to Clinton that 
were back in her Watergate apartment. According 
to Lewinsky, Jordan told her. "Go home and make 
sure they're not there." If Lewinsky is to be 
believed, the superlnwyer may have been guilty of 
advising her to destroy evidence. Jordan has said 
that he does not remember the breakfast, and lie 
denies telling Lewinsky to do anything improper. 
But the House prosecutors have a hotel receipt, 
signed by Jordan, that indicates that he bought 
Lewinsky breakfast that day. 

In the unlikely event that the depositions pro- 
duce a new fact or two. the Senate GOP may push 
for live testimony on the Senate floor. But Majority 
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purposes, is White House adviser Sidney 
Bluntendul. Conservatives regard Blumenthal, a 
friend and confidant of the First Lady’s, as the 
Democrats’ chief smear artist, leaking details about 
COP sex lives to the press (Blumenthal flatly denies 
these charges and no hard evidence has emerged 
to prove them). The House managers hope that 
Blumenthal would be haughty and confrontational 
under questioning. They also want the White 
House aide to repeat for public consumption the 
grotesque cover story Clinton told him last January: 
that Lewinsky was a stalker, that he had rebuffed 
her advances, and that he had been just trying to 
-minister" to the poor giri. * 

JORDAN A FORMIDABLE WITNESS 

The third and most formidable witness called by 
the House managers is Vernon Jordan. Tile reputa- 
tion of the president’s friend and golfing partner 
for smarts and slickness is so overwhelming that 
Republicans are desperately lowering expectations. 
Indeed, any notion that Jordan will somehow crack 
is preposterous. The Republicans’ only real hope is 
that Jordan will appear a tad imperious as he toys 
with his Interrogators. He does have a little explain- 
ing to do. In her grand-jury testimony, Lewinsky 
told of having breakfast with Jordan on Dec. 31. 
1997, after she had been subpoenaed in the Paula 
Jones case. She says she told Jordan that she had 


Leader Ttent Lott is clearly not eager to go that 
next step. Lott has been treading, skillfully so far, n 
fine line. A majority of the Republican senators are 
fairly hard-line conservatives. Led by Don Nickles or 
Oklahoma and Phil Gramm ofTexas, they have been 
pressing for a full trial in the Senate, witnesses and 
all. They argue that rhe base - the right-wing true 
believers who reliably turn out to vote on Election 
Day - want to see Clinton disgraced, even if he can't 
be thrown ou{. The more testimony about the pres- 
ident s moral failings, the better, Republican mod- 
erates, however, worry about a backlash - that the 
GOP will be forever identified as the scandal- 
obsessed Impeachment Party. Lott is somewhere in 
between - a conservative, but also a dealmaker. 

His delicate maneuvering was revealed by the 
Senate's vote last week on witnesses. On the sur- 
face, it appeared that the GOP had simply rolled 
oyer the Democrats. The TV commentators imme- 
diately proclaimed a fierce partisan dash. So why, 
then, were Lott and Minority Leader Tom Daschle 
smiling and joking on the Senate floor? Because, on 
dose inspection, the rules were rigged to keep the 
trial from getting out of control. The vote to call 
witnesses gave Lott credibility with his right flank. 
At the same time, Dasdile was given an absolute 
veto on calling any new prosecution witnesses. The 
center held, at least for the time being. 

It may fall apart in the search for a way to punish 
Clinton without kicking him out. The Republicans 


want to deprive the president of a chance to gloat. 
Susan Collins of Maine proposed that the Senate 
vote twice - first nn a "liiiclings offoct" that Clinton 
perjured himself and obstructed justice, then a sec- 
ond lime on whether to convict hint of "high 
l times and misdemeanors." But some conserva- 
tives think this two-step approach subverts the all- 
or-nntliiiig punishment laid out in the Constitution. 
The White House and most Senate Democrats will 
resist any attempt to declare that the president 
broke the law. Most Democrats want a milder cen- 
sure, to be voted on after rhe impeachmenr vote 
fails. 

POLITICAL NEEDS, QUIRKS OF LAWMAKERS 

These machinations, which seem so confusing to 
ordinary voters, arc driven by the political needs 
and quirks of diflereni lawmakers. Many Southern 
Democrats want censure to placate the socially 
conservative voters back home. Some Senate vet- 
erans. however, like Iowa Democrat Tom liar kin. 
regard censure as an exiraconstilulional gimmick. 
Some modcrate-lo-conservative Republicans like 
Fred Thompson of Tennessee and Rod Grams of 
Minnesota are wary of Collins's “findings of fact.” 
Then there are strange bipartisan alliances, like 
Harkin and Sam Krownbnck, Republican of Kansas, 
who spent hours laboring over plans to bring ilie 
trial in a quick end. And solo operators, like 
Democratic elder statesman Pal Moynihnn of New 
York, whose study of Edmund Burke and IBth-cen- 
rury British parliamentary politics reminded him 
why he doesn’t like impeachment. 

Many senators are self-consciously trying to pre- 
serve the dignity of the chamber. Though many 
Republicans would like to see live witnesses in the 
well, it’s doubtful that Monica will be one ofrhein. 
“There's a feeling that she shouldn't be on the floor 
where |Daniel] Webster and [John F.J Kennedy 
spoke," said Aden Specter of Pennsylvania. A video- 
tape of Monica testifying - one that could be end- 
lessly replayed on TV - is a different matter. (The 
witness issue may be one of the GOP's last chances 
to use Lewinsky-related chaiges ns live political 
fodder: Newsweek has learned that Robert 
BiUman, the Ken Starr deputy who's been running 
the Monica Investigation, lias left Starr's office to 
go to work for a private law firm.) 

In the end, it seems doubtful that the House 
managers will be able to make Monica into a pitiful 
vicrim. Her first meeting with her House interroga- 
tors, who included Rep. Ed Bryant of Tennessee as 
well as McCollum, did not go well. Witnesses say a 
vast cultural gap yawned between Lewinsky of 
Beverly Hills High and the buttoned-down 
Southern conservatives who questioned her, Hying 
a little good old-fashioned patriotism, McCollum 
heartily importuned her, "Politics be damned!" 
Lewinsky blankly stared at him. Hying to And a 
common bond and show some empathy, Bryant 
piped up, "How are you dealing with celebrity?" 
Without waiting for an answer, Bryant babbled OIL:;, 
that celebrity had been tough for him, too. Mofilcs* 1 . 
Madness has bestowed a moment of celebrity bn 
even the most obscure congressmen. The question 
now is whether they will be remembered for any- 
thing more. 


Rubllchad In Nmimir^k A 
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The president, a reformist 
Shi’ite cleric who espouses the 
rule of law and civil society, has 
given Iran a smiling face after two 
decades in which the late 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini's 
vengeful scowl was the country's 
world image. 

The United Nations has taken 
up Khatami's call for dialogue 
between different cultures and 
religions, officially naming 
2001tthe Year of Dialogue among 
Civilisations. 

The president is expected to 
visit Saudi Arabia and France soon 
in tangible displays of a new chap- 
ter in relations. 

Analysts say the blossoming of 
Iran’s external ties is due to Its 
abandonment of the aggressive 
export of revolutionary Islam, a 
changed Gulf security environ- 
ment with a weakened Iraq and 
Increased world Interest in 
Caspian Basin energy reserves. 

"International reconciliation 
also reflects changed attitudes In 
the United States and Europe. As 
long as Saddam Hussein Is In 
power in Iraq, the Tbleban rule 
Afghanistan and there is instabili- 
ty In TVanscaucasla, the West has a 
lot of common Interests With 


Hie opening to Saudi Arabia is 
the most spectacular change after 
bitter past feuds over oil produc- 
tion, Riyadh's support for I 

Baghdad in the 1980-88 Iran-lraq 
war. the behaviour and treatment 
of Iranian pilgrims on the annual 
Moslem haj and the U.S. military , 
presence on Saudi soil. 

Crown Prince Abdullah, who 
effectively runs the country 
because of King Falid’s ill health, 
was given a wami welcome when 
he attended an Islamic 

Conference Organisation summit 
in Tehran in December 1997 and 
has personally driven the rap- 
prochement. 

Diplomats say Prince Abdullah 
sees closer ties with Iran as a way 
of reducing tension in the Gulf, 
neutralising a potential source of 
subversion and enabling the 
United States ro lower its politi- 
cally sensitive military profile in 
the area. 

Khatami's visit lu Riyadh in 
March shmild seal closer ties, 
although the two countries are at 
odds over the amount of oil Iran 
should be allowed to export 
under OPEC ceilings. 

Yet some Gulf Arab states, 
notably the United Arab Emirates, 
remain wary of Tehran, botli 
because of its continued military 
presence on three disputed Gulf 
islands and because they see a 
powerful Iran as a longer-term 
threat. 

Relations with Iraq have 
defrosted slightly, with exchanges 
of prisoners-of-war and pilgrims, 
but each country harbours the 
other’s rebels and experts say 
mutual hostility will endure as 
long as Saddam, who invaded Iran 

in 1980, is in power. 

Iran has maintained dose ties 
with Syria, which shares its hostil- 
ity towards Israel, concern at the 
Jewish state’s growing military 
alliance with TUikey. and support 
for Shi'lte Hizbollah guerrillas 
fighting Israeli occupation of a 
strip of Lebanon, 

Khatami has also sought to 
restore relations with Egypt- but 
progress has been slaw. The 
street outside the Egyptian 
embassy, in Tfehran is still named 
after Khaled Istambouli, th« 
Islamic militant who assassinated 
president Anwar Sadat In 1980. 

fEHff s MiMDun WITH JBIBOa 

Khatami has mended fences 
with the European Union after a 
1997 diplomatic crisis when a 
German court ruled that Iranian 
leaders had ordered the Wiling of 
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four Kutdish dissidents in a Berlin 
restaurant, inn denied responsi- 
bility. 

Italian Prime Minister Romano 
Prodi last year became rite first 
leader of a major Western country 
to visit Tehran since the revolu- 
tion, and Khatami's nip to Paris, 
probably in April, will be die first 
by an Iranian president to a West 
European country. 

Iran and Britain agreed to nor- 
malise ties last September in New 
Vbrit, when the Hthran govern- 
ment publicly dissociated 
ItselfffroiTi Khomeinis 

1989tdeath edict against British 
author Salman Rushdie for 
allegedly blaspheming Islam in his 
novel "The Satanic Wises.” 

Although hardliners Immedi- 
ately asserted that the "fatwa 
(religious older) remained in force 
and an Iranian foundation raised 
its bounty on Rushdie’s head, 
British oflldals insist that Iran has 

kept its word. 

Diplomats say the two coun- 
tries am expected to upgrade 
their chaiges d'affaires to ambas- 
sadors In March, once the 
. 20 thtanniversaiy of the Iranian 
revolution and thetlOlh anniver- 
sary of tire "fiitwa" have passed 
off. 

"Wfe are quietly putting the dif- 
ferent bricks back into Ihe wall of 
relations, but the last thing 
Khatami needs Is an enthusiastic 
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embrace from llie cumin ul the 
Great S.il.'in." a British ullici.il said. 


CAKACCAS, (Ai-'Pl - Press access and mobility was to be 
considerably restricted during the swearing-in ceremony today 
of Venezuelan President-elect Hugo Chavez, actiirding to the 
event’s organizers. Some 1,51111 journalists wet e expected to cover 
todays ceremony Irom a limited number of platforms especially 
set up for tile press. "Press access will be restricted due to space 
constraints ami security reasons." said tile person ui charge ol 
these arrangements. Representatives bum f. I countries, including 
bends of stale and ministers, were expecled to attend tile cure- 
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■file United Slates remains lire 
big exception to Iran's opening to 
the outside world, despite 
Khatami's landmark call in January 
1998 for a “crack in the svall uf 
mistrust." 

They have exchanged acade- 
mics and wrestlers but official 
diplomatic contacts remain inboo 
in Tehran, and Washington is still 
using sanctions and pressure to 
exclude Iran, Ihe natural transit 
route, from itansporting Caspian 
oil and gas. 

Khamenei and the hardliners 
continue to vituperate against 
Washington and insist that Iran 
does not need relations with the 
country that Khomeini branded 
“the Great Satan", and which his 
heits refer to as “the global arro- 
gance." 

Khatami's room for manoeuvre 
is very limited, especially since 
hardliners In Congress oppose 
any easing of U.S. sanctions 
against Iran, which they brand a 
“rogue stare" a sponsor of Middle 
Eastern terrorism bent on devel- 
oping nudear weapons. 

“Both countries are trapped in 
their own demonology” a Vlfest 
European diplomat said. . 


WARSAW. (Ai-l'j - Polish farmers blocked some 19U ru.uls iiuliul- 
ing At) lutkinal highways Monday to press demands for gos-ern- 
mem subsidies of llreir produce and all end to cheap imports, 
police said. Poland's anaesthetists also hardened their action, slat- 
ing that they would no longer provide emergency services to hos- 
pitals. Tire leader of Poland's radical farmers' union threaiened to 
paralyse the country’s roads on Monday if the government failed 
10 meet demands for export subsidies and measures to curb cheap 
imports, notably of cereal and meat including European Union- 
produced potk. 


Eq?t TimflE 

LONDON, (Reuters) - Talks about possible independence for East 
Timor have a long way to go, Australian Foreign.M'mister 
Alexander Downer said on Monday. He told BBC radio that the 
best option for the former Portuguese colony is some form of 
I autonomy. Indonesia said last week it will consider granting East 
Timor, a former Portuguese colony, Independence by next year if 
ihe restive province rejects an offer of special autonomy. "One of 
the problems with the talks Is that they are only with the 
Portuguese," Downer said. "In the end there will have be talks 
vyith the East Timorese leadership. "Once an agreement has been 
reached with them, it is possible an autonomy plan could be put 
in place but there is a . big question mark, about whether that 
autonomy plan would in the end be ngfeed to; by the;East 
Timorese leadership." 


-1 rigriTfriim'niir- 
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JORDAN BROMINE COMPANY AIMS 
FOR 10% OF WORLD MARKET! 


A new giant company has 
been launched in Jordan. The 
first meeting of the general 
assembly and board of direc- 
tors of the Jordan Bromine 
Company Limited was held In 
Amman last week, with Awni 
Al-Masri as chairman. 

The new company is a joint 
venture between the Jordan 
Dead Sea Industries Company 
(JIDCO), the Arab Potash com- 
pany(APC) and Albemarle 
Holdings Company Limited. It 
wilt manufacture and market 
bromine derivatives from a 
world -scale complex to be built 
at Safi, near the Dead Sea. 

The total cost of the project, 
including isotanks required for 
shipping the finished product is 
estimated at USSI42 million, 
with an expected rate of return 
of 15.2*1 and a pay-hack period 


of five years. The bromine will 
be of equal or superior in qual- 
ity to die best products of the 
world market. The company is 
confident that it can achieve a 
10\ world market share. If will 
build units in Safi to produce 
bromine, and a flame retardant 
and also calcium bromide, with 
the expected incorporation of a 
chlorine and potassium 
hydroxide plant as part of the 
project. 

The APC, headed by former 
Minister of Tourism Dr. Salih 
Irshedat lias a concession from 
the government to exploit, 
manufacture and marker the 
mineral resources of the Dead 
Sea. The company produces 
potash, one of Jordan's two 
main minerals, apart from phos- 
phate. The potash is extracted 
Through evaporation from 


ponds in the Dead Sea, which is 
the world's saltiest natural lake. 
The brine flowing out of APC’s 
pond system back into the 
Dead Sea contains 8.3 mg/1 of 
bromine (compared to 3-4 mg/I 
in the richest underground 
brinesl and about 30 times 

by BATIR WARDAM 

more bromine than sea water. 

Effluent bromine, available at 
no cost from the existing 
potash operation, would be the 
basic raw material. Bromine 
derivatives are used as interme- 
diates In the manufacture of 
many products, including agri- 
cultural chemicals, pharmaceu- 
ticals and fire retardants, used 
on epoxy resins in the circuit 
board industry. The bromine 
derivative sodium hydroxide, 
commonly known as caustic or ■ 


"caustic soda” is used in the 
manufacture of pulp, paper, 
chemical products intermedi- 
ates, soaps and detergents. 

The commercial bromine 
market constitutes 70,000 to 
80,000 tonnes of the world’s 
annua! production of 400,000 
to 450,000 tonnes. The USA is 
the main producer of this 
bromine and sodium hydroxide. 
The Jordan Bromine Company 
Limited aims at securing 10 
percent of the world market 
based on: 

a access to the richest source 
of high quality raw material 

0 a good location relative to 
the rapidly expanding Asian 
markets; 

" a short distance to the point 
of export and associated low 
transport costs. 


Tax law flaws allows some to get away with it, others have to pay more: 

EVASION OR AVOIDANCE? 


A popular saying in Jordan translates 
roughly ns " file government never gives up 
its rights.” I’eople quote this when referring 
to monies to be paid sooner or later tn the 
state, unless it is income tax. Tax evasion is 
said to be phenomenal in Jordan. Not only 
that, it seems to be a very hard task detect- 
ing and curbing this crime. 

"There is no guaranteed way to reach 
accurate estimation of tax evasion," admits 
Ahmad Khreisat:, Assistant Director at the 
liix Department, "there are no preventive 
measures that we can take. Once we dis- 
cover a case of evasion we refer it to the 
court where a sentence of a fine and impris- 
onment awaits the responsible persons." 
However, the law is not on the side of those 
who work around it to get the bill reduced. 

"There Is a big difference between tax 
evasion and rax avoidance,” says a source at 
the Tax Department, who did not wish to be 
identified, "the first is illegal, whereas the 
latter is completely allowed by law." 

According to the source, people are enti- 
tled to rake any path that leads to lowering 
the tax they pay as far as it is In conformity 
with the law. “For instance, if someone 
wishes to reduce his tax burden, he intro- 
duces other partners into his individual 
firm. These might be his wife and children. 
In this case, he and each partner are placed 
into a lower bracket, thus the total tax paid 
by all partners is less than what the original 
owner alone would have paid," explains the 
source. 

On the other hand, tax evasion is not as 
simple as that. Tax evaders play many tricks 
to pay less, or nothing. “Business people 
are required by the law to keep accounts of 
ali their operations, bur some don't," says 
Mohammad Manasrah, a tax expert who 
owns an auditing office, "others keep two 
sets of books. The real one is hidden, and 
when It is time for paying, officials are 
shown the other records." 

Manns rah, who has been frequently 
appointed by the Thx Court of Appeal as an 
arbitrator in disputes between the depart- 
ment and taxpayers, said that there are 


by MAHMOUD AL- ABED 

According to the expert, some people 
run two kinds of businesses, one subject to 
fax and the other is exempt. The expenses 
ol the first one are transferred to the sec- 
ond so that there are no indicators left to 
prove the size of operation of rhe former. 
"They might obrain a loan in the name of 
the tax-exempt project, where in feet they 
use the money for the benefit of the other.” 
Tlie nature of the business itself inayhelp 
commit the crime without any chance to be 
caught. “Local agents who import com- 
modities usually receive commissions from 
the manufacturers. This money can easily 
slide into personal bank accounts, which 
are protected by the law, unless a court 
orders their disclosure," says the inside 
source. 

Although Khreisat denies that tax evasion 
is studied in terms of sectors, the source at 
the department admits that such studies 
occur unofficially. According to him, every 
directorate has assigned some employees 
to investigate the status offdifferem sec- 
tors. 

"We study separately doctors, tourist rest 
houses, importers of used spare parts and 
others ,■ but nothing goes on the record. 
'For example, after a thorough investiga- 
tion and a number of on-the-spot examina- 
tions, we might come to the conclusion 
that the money collected from a certain sec- 
tor is much less than the expected insofar 
as their real incomes are concerned," he 
says. 

Auditors play a key role in the tax system. 
Their opinions of the statements of final 
accounts are essential since certain kinds of 
companies are required by the law to 
include such opinions. 

"Well organised accounts facilitate the 
work of assessors and simplify the whole 
process," said Manasrah. Nevertheless, 
organised and tidy accounts may not be the 
only reason why people go to auditing 


offices. Their only ‘end’ is to pay as little 
money as possible. fStill, does it come to 
the mind oi a Machiavellian businessperson 
tliai these experts might help achieve such 
an end by any means7 

'In principle, andilors are supposed to 
help in tax planning not evasion," responds 
the expert, but an auditor is able to benefit 
from gaps in the Tax Law.” 

The tax system has irs victims. Manasrah 
said that not all people could hire experts 
to look for ways out of a heavy tax burden. 
On the other hand, “the Tax Department 
has not updated irs standards to cope with 
the prevailing sluggish economy," he 
charges 

“In addition, the decisions taken by the 
professional associations regarding mini- 
mum fees are unfair. Some of these profes- 
sionals sometimes take, as fees, 50 percent 
less in fees than estimated by their associa- 
tion. When these persons’ incomes are 
assessed, the same minimum fees are 
adopted, 

"Not all factors are taken into considera- 
tion. A doctor working in Kerak, for exam- 
ple, belongs to a social background differ- 
ent from that of West Amman. He might not 
charge many people any fees for social rea- 
sons. If we treat him the same as the other 
doctor, the Kerak doctor is hence carrying a 
heavier burden than he is supposed to," 
Manasrah protested. 

In response, Ahmad Khreisat says the 
department assesses professionals’ 
incomes according to these minima, “hav- 
ing in mind that it is only the minimum and 
if we can prove that a doctor or an engineer, 
for example, hides any information regard- 
ing extra earnings, the case will be that of 
evasion. 

"As for who take less, this is a matter of 
competition which we have nothing to do 
with as an authority," says the official. In 
accordance with that, for the government 
to bring justice into the tax system. It has to 
deal with the two extremes; those who pay 
less but should pay more, and those who 
pay more but should pay less. 



GEORGE STALKER 


HERE WE APE! 


Wfe open our doors on a new year, die last of a century which has wit- 
nessed more economic turmoil dian ever before, sometimes involving a 
single economy, recently covering a whole region. It is said that now a 
third of tlie worid is in recession, and producers as well as commodity 
markets are similarly depressed. 

Wh cover tlie international scene for our readers - but we shall also con- 
centrate oil our own homeland and its business and economic news of 
the day. It will be our responsibility to inform as objectively as we can on 
the events that concern you, our readers, and wish that you will equally 
infonn us of your concerns and matters of interest. Tliis is our policy. 

in addition to reporting the main business news of Jordan, we exam- 
ine and analyze tlie economic consequences of events in die political and 
social spheres, both internal, in the Arab worid, and internationally As we 
witness the progress of macro -economic processes, partnerships with 
economic blocs, special economic relationships with major world pow- 
ere, we want to share with you our views and analyses of these initiatives 
and their implications for our life here in Jordan. 

This is now a world of mergers, of business reengineering, of con- 
glomerate restructuring, both by international giants and by more mod- 
est cntrepieneura. This is a scene for us to be reporting to our readers, 
just as important in our ininds as the local diary and coverage of die 
affaire of our own business community. 

And, of course, we sliall be bringing you die important listings from 
business exchanges throughout die world; the AFM, the local foreign cur- 
rency markets, die Arab bourses, the inteinalionaJ stock exchanges, etc. 
Our continual concern will he that of relevance for our readership. 

We look forward to a rich and lively exchange ohriews with yuu on thu 
topics of the day, today yesterday and on the future. 


Please note: 

The Arab Daily's business listings are under 
construction and soon fall on these pages. 



£ure:.i.-gn markets ot a htah 


LONDON ■ European stock markets reached on a high plateau at mid- 
day on Friday, after being propelled upwards by overnight gains in the 
U.S. and Asia with telecoms and export-sensitive stocks in the vanguard. 
The firmer dollar, which boosted tlie prospects of European-based 
exporters, also peaked againsr die yen and euro after Japan's top finan- 
cial diplomat said Tokyo would intervene to keep the currency from 
"excessive strength," 

Mew hopes for Hussion InHiratry 

MOSCOW - Russia's pariiament began its third and penultimate 
review of the government's budget on Friday and looked set to approve 
the controvereial document despite strong misgivings Tram foreign 
creditors. The International Monetaiy Fund (IMF) has criticised die draft 
as unrealistic but Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov and his ministers say 
its mixture of financial rigour and tax breaks for industry provides the 
best hope for Russia's cnimbling economy 

.Sermon workers walk nfl 

BONN - German metal and engineering workers across Germany 
went on strike on Friday to press their demand for anfindustrywide 
wage rise. Some of Germany's largest companies were hit as officials for 
the mighty IG Metall trade union said thousands of workers walked off 
their shifts overnight and in the morning. 

Cobalt Hading 

LONDON - Cobalt prices were higher during early Friday trading, . with 
the inter-trader market settling around the level dfriie latest US. stock- 
piieawand. 
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ypinn Chief: universities Increasing unemployment In pha rmaceutical Industry I R E G I O N A L 

NEW REGULATIONS PROPOSED TO BRIEFS 
LIMIT NUMBER OF PHARMACIES 


Private universities nro con- 
tributing to tlie problem cJ an 
increasing in unemployment rate 
among pharmacists, tlie Head of 
the Pharmaceutical Union said on 
Sunday. 

"Tire number of pharmacists in 
Jordan is double the required per- 
centage. This lias led tn an 
increase in the unemployment 
rate among pharmacists and over- 
crowded number of drug stores, 
this Is due to the increasing num- 
ber of private universities, which 
are introducing new graduates to 
the limired Jordanian market." 
AbduJ Raheem Essa told rhe Arab 
Daily. 

"I am calling upon the Council of 
Higher Education to limit rhe num- 
ber of pliamiacy students admit- 
ted to private univeisities. Instead 
of accepting 200 students annually 
in each university, it would be bet- 
ter to accept only 50," he added. 

Statistical studies show more 
llwn 5,500 drug stores operating 
in the Kingdom, catering for 
almost 4.5 million, while in Syria 
there are only 6,000 drug stores 
serving a population of more than 
16 million. In Iraq 4,000 ding 
stores provide services to 22 mil- 
lion, and in Egypt, which is the 
largest Arab country with a popu- 
lation exceeding 60 million, there 
are only 40,000 pharmacists. 

"Our private universities are 
after the quantity of instead quali- 
ty. They should be very selective in 
accepting the students, directing 
them to different pliamiacy fields 
such as clinical, hospital and indus- 
trial," Essa stressed. 

Meanwhile, tlie Pharmaceutical 
Union, in coordination with the 
Ministry of Health, is preparing the 
grounds to announce new mles 


and regulations. These will con- 
tribute to solving; the problem of 
overcrowding by regulating tlie 
ripening of new drug stores. 



"Because of the above facts, we 
found it necessary to sit with the 
Minister of Health last monrh. We 
have agreed to implement a new 


regulation for the benefit of all 
pharmacies. This regulation is 
pending the signature of the min- 
ister, which we are expecting in the 
coining two weeks,” Essa revealed. 

However, the Director of Public 
relations at AI-Esra'a University, 
Omar Khalaf, defended the role of 
private universities in providing a 
high standard of education, and 
attributed the increase of unem- 
ployment rate among new gradu- 
ates in different fields, to the poor 
economic situation in this country. 

“Increase of unemployment rate 
in Jordan is not necessarily due tn 
private universities that graduate 
an influx of students. No, it is sim- 
ply because of the weak economy 
in underdeveloped or developing 
countries and Jordan is one of 
diem. We have now students from 
other countries, they are happy 


byZAKARIA M. SHIKH 

with our education, and they make 
good use of it in their own coun- 
tries," he said. 

"In die case ofjoixlan. students 
do not have enough guidance to 
what fields they should study, and 
this is what we need. By diversify- 
ing the fields of study, this will ease 
the problem of unemployment,” 
Klialaf added. 

Welcoming the proposed phar- 
macy regulation, Omar Khalaf 
stressed the need for such regula- 
tions to avoid mining the pharma- 
cies into "groceries". 

"New regulations in this field are 
always welcome, in other devel- 
oped countries, plraunacies are 
not a griKvry store, they do mu 
allow any Inxly to open a plwmia- 
cy, they protect phnimacisis." lie 
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BITTING ON VOLVO 

.. ... j.iL .i_ti aixzt i.v* nwr ihf ramuker on Ian. 1. Rut 


AMMAN tAPj - Jordan and Algeria have ratified an agreement that 
calls for closer economic cooperation and more trade, a Cabinet ulfi- 
cial said Monday. Tlie agreement was drafted in I9'.*7, but its endorse- 
ment was slowed by bureaucratic procedures in both countries. Trade 
and Industry Minister Mohammad Saleh llmirow said. He said the 
accord, which lie signed with Algerian Ambassador Hamid Shahireh 
on Sunday, went into effect ini mediately. ‘‘Tlie agree men I opens the 
door wide for Jordanian exports in Algeria and increases by 30 per- 
cent the volume nf annual trade exchange to S24 million." Sliabiieh 
said. He also said tlie accord calls lor removing transport and securi- 
ty harriers and for tlie elimination of customs on agricultural and 
industrial products. 


RIYADH lAI *J ■ Saudi Arabia is keen to find ways in heroine less 
ieii.uu mi nil. the Saudi defense minister was quoted Monday as say- 
ing htr the n1lici.il Saudi I 'less Agency. "We air winking and creating, 
am! the Saudi universities arc 1 fell with sincere ideas that will benefit 
tlie country,” I'lime Sultan bin Abdul Afiz said. He said lluit the king- 
dom will lomiiuic to ci ioj reiale with tin 1 Organization ol Petroleum 
Exporting t ..imliies • as well as wm-Ul'M. pindmvis • to maintain 
balanced nil pi ices, lie nude the leni.uks i<> students .it King ialid 
University I'm Petroleum and Minerals late Sun day during a ceremony 
mai king Saudi Aiahia's centennial anniveisaiv. the agvncv said. Prime 
Sultan also was quoted as saving that the kingdom would mil seek 
I foreign loans tn linaiKO its budget deliui. estimated at ihmiIy S12 bil- 
lion ibis ve.tr 


KUWAIT (API ■ lulu -tin's linaiue imiiMci signed two loan agree 
incuts with Kuwait -I used lunds mi Mniulav’ f«*r SI 1’i.H‘i million 1m 
dev el up meiil pinjeits. The Kuwait News Age iky said the minister. 
Ibrahim Ahdulk.miu. signed a contract with the Kuwait hind lor Arab 
Kcunoiiiic Development tor SIM.l l million. The binds will he used t« 
finance a project aimed at treating sewage water for agricultural iui- 
gation. rhe 21 Wear loan carries a T percent interest rate .liter a lour- 
vear grace period. Abdulkarim also concluded an agreement for a S82. 
7S million loan with the Arab Fund fm Economic and Social 
Development. KUNA said the nroney will finance an industrial project 
I in Bahrain's northern 1 lidd region. This loan is payable over 22 years. 
| with a 4.5 percent interest after a live-year grace period. 
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Jaguar into overdrive. Says analy* Schmidt: “Hie 
company' hasn't lo« its idemity at all. If anything, 
ftjni has been roccessfi.it in pulling some new 
shine on Jaguar's image." Tim turnaround at 
Mazda is less complete. But since Ford took con- 
trol in l'J96. it's brought bottom-line discipline to 
a company once tun by engineers. Mazda stiH 
can’t compel* with Toyota or Honda, but Ford 
gives managers lots of autonomy “fm aDavrcd to 
run my own business here." says Wdwd Beattie, 
Mazda's Nonh American president. “Fend gives 
men very long piece ofsiring,butlfl need some 
help. I pick up die phone." 

Him feinds-nff approach should make this a 
relatively paiofite mefget TWs was an easy deal 
- it didn't invohe any destruction," says Salomon 
Smith Barney analyst John Lawson. Nasser and 
Ford' won't say whedwr the/re making plans for 
a Volvo minivan or span utility vehicle ■ or Iww 
, soon die new Volvo SBO miglit show up in Knd 
dealerships. "[HU. 1 wwit| go in there guns a-biazr 
■ ing... and start fixing things that aren’t broken” 
Ford says. For now, there's other work to do. Ifte 
ptmdils corname to buzz aljout who might 
merge next. After VWvo and perhaps Nissan, 
though, the deals get harder to dot the Quandt 
family owns 46 percent of the A^relli fahk' , 

Uy controls flat nod the Rendi statu has 44 pet: 





WALL STREET MANIA 

NOW YORK (AP) - The current rage for stock splits has tilth 
railed stock market players who believe they could he tickets to 
instant wealth. It also has some market watchers worrying that the 
lure of cheaper stocks will prompt unsophisticated investors to 
make unwise investments. Stock splits are easy to understand, 
which may be the reason why they appeal to a broad base or Indi- 
vidual investors. And owning a stock that splits can be very prof- 
itable. 

But, "it’s not the 110-brainer that apparently some people think 
it is.” said Christine Collies, chief investment strategist at Credit 
Suisse First Boston. “In certain periods, actually, heavy stock split 
activity in the market preceded periods of relatively poor price 
performance.” 

In a stock split, a company exchanges one share for a larger 
number of shares, without raising the overall market value offits 
stock. A share worth $100 might be exchanged for two shares 
worth $50 each, for example. But the total dollar value or an 
investor's holdings doesn't change. 

Companies advertise splits as a way to make expensive stocks 
more affordable for all investors. In fact, splits frequently cause 
stock prices to zoom higher immediately after they're announced. 

IBM shares, for example, climbed 3 5/8 to 185 5/8 on Tuesday 
after the computer maker announced a two-for-one split, 
although they retreated 7 5/16 on Wednesday amid a rout in tech- 
nology shares. IBM closed Friday at 183 1/4, up 3 1/2 for the week. 

Studies do show that a stock price usually rises from theftlme a 
split is announced until it actually takes place. 

"When a company announces a split, prices usually jump ."writes 
Paul Che rney or Standard and Poor's Co., who has studied the mat- 
ter and found that 60 percent of stocks that were splitting out- 
performed the market in the 20 days prior to the actual split. 

His findings have been borne out in the past few weeks as some 
well-known companies announced splits that sent their already 
high stock prices even higher. 

Besides IBM, the list of announcers this month includes com- 
puter giants Microsoft and Intel, plus Internet darlings America 
Online, Yahool and eBay. It includes AT&T, the phone ^company 
that also has a big Internet business, and Xerox. Drug companies 
Amgen and Pfizer Joined the act, and McDonald's, McGraw-Hill 
and Alcoa also announced splits. 

Stock splits can be positive news. They always occur when a 
stock price is very high, and that has presumably occurred because 
the company has done well, said Larry Wachtel, Prudential 
Securities' market strategist. They're often seen as a company's 
vote of confidence In itself. 

Splits also have the advantage or making it more likely that an 
investor who wants to sell shares later will be able to find a buyer, 
simply because the shares are now cheaper. 

But stock splits don't always work out to investors' long-term 
advantage. 

When Walt Disney announced a three-for-one split last April 23, 
its stock closed at a price adjusted for the split of just under 41. 
On Friday, Disney dosed at 33. 

Richard McCabe, chief market analyst at Merrill Lynch and Co. 
suggests investors evaluate stock purchases on fundamental fac- 
tors, like earnings prospects and price multiples, and not on 
whether the stock is going to split. 

A stock split is "kind of a bookkeeping development," he said. 
“Either you own one share for 100 or two shares for 50. It has no 
bearing on what that company is likely to do over the medium or 
long run," and in fact may suggest that the stock price has gone as 
high as it's going to go. 

On Friday, the Dow Jones industrial average rose 77.50 to 
9,358.83. dosing up 238.16 for the week. The Nasdaq composite 
advanced 28.55 to 2,505.89. Its second consecutive high. The 
Nasdaq gained 167.01 for the week. 

The Standard and Poor’s 500 composite rose 14.27 to l ,279.64, 
its first new high since Jan. 8. The S and P 500 added 54.45 for the 
week. The NYSE composite index rose 5.04 to 600.44, advancing 
16.69 for the week. 

The American Stock Exchange's market value Index rose 0.93 to 
714.86, lip 10.17 for the week. The Russell 2000 index of smaller 
j 1 stocks rose 3.25 to 427.22. a gain of 4,78 for the week. 
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FOREIGN INVESTMENT NOW 
POSSIBLE IN SINGAPORE BANKS 


SINGAPORE (AFP) - The Monetary 
Authority of Singapore (MAS) was reported 
Saturday as saying it will "consider serious- 
ly* opening up the island state's banking 
sccTor to full foreign participation earlier 
than the existing five-year rime frame, 

The move to shorten the time frame fol- 
lowed suggestions from a panel of world 
finance experts that Singapore should swift- 
ly liberalise the banking sector if it wanted 
to enhance the island's financial hub status. 

The International Advisory Panel, com- 
prising some of the cop names in world 
finance, was set up by the Singapore gov- 
ernment last year to get private-sector 
advice on the banking industry. 

The MAS. the de facto central bank in 
Singapore, said in a statement to local news- 
papers that the influential panel members 
had felt that the five-year period might be 


too long. 

“This is because the best opportunity for 
Singapore banks to build up a presence in 
the region will be when countries begin to 
recover over the next two to three years. 

"MAS will consider seriously this view oF 
the panel in working out the timetable for 
liberalisation." die Business Times daily 
quoted the statement as saying Saturday. 

Among members of the International 
Advisory Panel were Alfred Berkeley, presi- 
dent of the NASDAQ counter in the US stock 
market. Jan Kalff, chairman of Dutch bank 
ABN AMRQ Bank NV, Michel Pbereau, chair- 
man of Banque Nationale de Paris, and Yoh 
Kurosawa, chairman of Industrial Bank of 
Japan. 

Among the panel's key suggestions after a 
meeting here earlier this week was that 
Singapore's banking sector should be open 


to full foreign participation, but in a "prop- 
erly paced and sequenced manner." In the 
statement, MAS said it had been encourag- 
ing the consolidation of local banks but it 
“cannot dictate actual mergers." 

"These are decisions for their boards and 
their shareholders to make," it said, adding 
that the banks “will have to weigh the com- 1 
petitive implications and opportunities and 
decide for themselves the strategies to pur- 
sue." 

The panel thought that Singapore should 
allow foreign banks grearer scope in provid- 
ing retail-banking services, while encourag- 
ing local banks to consolidate among them- 
selves and explore strategic alliances with 
foreign institutions. Some 200 foreign finan- 
cial Institutions operate in Singapore with 
restrictions largely on retail banking. 


GETTING THE WORLD GROWING AGAIN 


You know the conventional 
wisdom: the European Union 
may be an economic superpow- 
er, but it is a political and mili- 
tary pygmy. Sometimes, 
though, the scripr gets mud- 
dled. O11 Friday, members of the 
"Contact Group" - the six 
nations that monitor conflict in 
the Balkans, four of them mem- 
bers of the EU - met in London. 
As renewed violence broke out 
in Kosovo (there were reports 
on Friday of 24 more deaths 
there) the Contact Group essen- 
tially gave Serbs and Kosovars 
an ultimatum: agree to a plan 
that gives Kosovo substantial 
autonomy, to be followed by 
talks and a vote on final status, 
or be bombed by NATO. 

At the annual World 
Economic conference in Davos 
last week, the saber rattling 
went almost unremarked. 
Indeed, as the world's political, 
economic and business leaders 
gathered for their yearly week 
in the snow (the first two days 
saw blizzard conditions) securi- 
ty matters took something of a 
back seat. Europeans present 
seemed less keen to boast 
about their muscle flexing than 
to worry that, compared with 
that of the full-blooded United 
States, their economic recovery 
is anemic. If they fail to grow 
faster this year, goes the fear, 
the States, forced to continue 
as the world's buyer of last 
resort, will turn protectionist. 
The facts support the worry. 
While America charges ahead, 
German figures in the fourth 
quarter of 1998 show a sharp 
slowdown in exports, which 
have been driving the economy. 
Britain has been teetering on 
the brink of a recession for ijx 
months; and Dominique 
Strauss-Kahn, France’s Finance 
minister, says, with nice preci- 
sion, that the best - performing 
large economy In Europe is "not 
now on the path" toward the 


2.7 percent annual growth pre- 
dicted six months ago. 

by MICHAEL ELLIOTT 

None of this means that the 
conventional wisdom should be 
junked. The London declaration 
may be just another declaration 
- the chancelleries of Europe 
are wallpapered with bloodcur- 
dling promises to do horrible 
things to combatants if the mis- 
eries of the Balkans are not 
ended by teatime next Tliesday. 
Conversely, the economies of 
the EU member states are not 
in deep trouble; a feature of 
Davos, so far, has been the con- 
gratulations bestowed by all 
and sundry on the 1 1 members 
of Euroland for the smooth and 
successful launch of their single 
currency. But the odd conjunc- 
tion of events this week does 
mean that the politicians 
charged with stewardship of 
the European economies are 
worth a look. In the next year. 


seem to know something inter- 
esting about almost anything 
that comes up (and without 
old-fashioned French arro- 
gance, too). And each has prob- 
ably dreamed that he might one 
day have a bigger job than the 
one he now holds. In 
Lafontalue's case, that's a cer- 
tainty; he was the SPD's candi- 
date for the West German chan- 
cellorship in 1980 and some- 
times acts as if lie won the 
office in last fall's election. 
When Britain’s Labour Party 
suddenly had to choose a new 
leader in 1994, Brown was a 
plausible front runner; some of 
his supporters have never quite 
got over their shock that Tony 
Blair raced past him to the 
prize. Strauss-Kahn's time, by 
contrast, may be in the future; 
as an undoubted star in the 
French government, he already 
looks a plausible candidate for 
prime minister in 2002 if, as 
most observers assume, Lionel 


Published simultaneously in 
NEWSWEEK magazine & 
The Arab Daily 


they may have a lot to do. 

They're an interesting bunch. 
Gordon Brown, Dominique 
Strauss-Kahn and Oskar 
Lafontaine, the Finance minis- 
ters of Britain, France and 
Germany, have much in com- 
mon. They are around the same 
age - Lafontaine the eldest at 
55, Brown the youngest at 47. 
They are all men of the left of 
center, and, even in a suppos- 
edly nonldeological age, not 
ashamed of it. None of them is 
a fool. Brown’s recent thinking 
on the global financial architec- 
ture has been praised by 
financier-turned -theorist 
George Soros; Strauss-Kahn Is 
one of thqse Frenchmen who 


Jospin vacates the Matignon for 
a second run at the presidency. 

Brown and Strauss-Kahn 
were both in Davos last week. 
Lafontaine was due to join 
them, but pressure of work 
from the German presidency of 
the EU kept him at home. (It is 
striking how many Europeans 
at Davos are perplexed by the 
evident difficulty the new 
German government has had in 
getting its bureaucratic act 
together. Did Max Weber write 
all those books in vain?) At a 
morning session on Friday, the 
Scot and the Frenchman joined 
a panel on the global economy 
with Lafoptaine’s deputy 
Heinet Flpssbeck, U.S.; Deputy 
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LEONARD PITTS, JR 


Etiquette for Dads-to-be 

As my wife writhed and gruaned during each contraction, I 
stood behind her with furrowed brow, studying the machine 
that monitored her misery. The long, sloping lines indicated 
contraction frequency. I watched them, and dutifully reported 
what I saw. 

I have no idea how many times I did this, but there came a 
moment when my wife gave inc a look that could've made water 
run uphill. Sire addressed me in a voice like Darth Vader's • but 
without the warmth. "I don't need you to tell me I'm in pain” 
she said. 

Oil. Eieh-hch. Yes, dear. Sorry, dear. 

Using a complex strategy - 1 questioned my wife and some or 
her friends ■ I've come up witli 10 simple rules for fathers-to-be. 
Memorise them, and your wife might still be speaking to you 
after tire baity is horn. 

Rule 1: Be There. This should be obvious, but evidently it's 
not. Kris snapshot -trappy husband didn't win any points by Icav- 
iitg her in tire car chewing the vinyl olT tile seats while lie 
stopped to buy film for the camera. 

Rule 2: Stay There. One friend's husband came into the deliv- 
ery room for about five minutes, said. 'T can't deal wirli this," 
and left. He returned every once in a while to see how his wife 
was doing. He actually said. "Let me hnuw when you're done." 

You probably won't lie surprised to learn that he is itow a for- 
mer husband. 

Rule 3: Don't Give In to Your Tics. Or pats, or clucks, or any 
other nervous habit. CufT those key-jangling hands if you must, 
but keep them stili. 

Marilyn's husband kept tapping his feet nervously all through 
her labor "Tap-tap-rap-tap," sire says, the scorn still fresh even 
though it s been 2 1 years. When tire baby was born, he was tap- 
ping out a lonely tune, having been exiled to the corridor 
Rule -I: Watch Where You Point That Thing. There's no call to 
try to capture everything, imagine this: You're bent over a table, 
girding yourself for your annual prostate exam. Tire door bursts 
open, and in strides your wife wirli a videocamera. 

Rule 5: Be Very Attentive. "You're supposed to help," says Rae. 
You re supposed to be there breathing witli ns and stuff.” This 
is for bonding? I ask. Rae's glance could cut through steel. 
"Bonding? No. This is for making it not hurl so damn inuchl" 
Rule 6: Don't Be Too Attentive. One fi-iend says her husband 
kept hovering over her. It wasn't a good thing. "After a certain 
point, you just have to deal witli the pain yourself. You don't 
want to be touched," she says. 

Tins is tricky stuff. If youY wife seems receptive to attention, 
then attend ro her. If she doesn’t, don't force the issue. But 
don't go away either. This husband didn't understand. She did- 
n't want to he touched. He touched her. Which brings us to... 

Rule 7: Wear a Thick Skin. When the same friend started 
yelling at her husband, her language was salty enough for french 
fries and popcorn. Heed Itis experience. Be prepared for gaie- 
force swearing. Then ride it our without petulance nr pique. 
Think of flowers, sunsets, and tickets on the 50-yard line. And 
pretend amnesia when she tries to apologize the next day. 

Rule 8: Do Not Say, 'I Know What You Must Be Going 
Through." You don't. 

‘ Rule 9: Don't Try to Take Her Mind Off the Pain. She'll resent 
you for it. Like Patricia did when Mike stood there making races 
while the doctor was working on her lower hair. She told him 
she no longer wanted to see his face, funny or otherwise. Yours 
truly was waxing eloquent on some topic unrelated to numbing 
pain when my wife cut me off abruptly. She was. she said, inter- 
ested in discussing one thing; drugs. Pain-killing drugs. 

Rule 10: Whatever You Do. Don't Even Look at the Machine 
...jint Monitors Contractions. Unless, of course, she tells you to. 


On Monday last, three musicians and two staff from the MUSICIANS! 

New English School Performing Arts Department, flew to 
Bahrain to take part in the 'Young Musicians of the Gulf 
music competition. 

It was the first time that Jordanian pupils represent them- 
selves at this annual event. ' 

The students involved were: 17-year-old Ying ling Chen- 
pianist. 18-year-old Yasmin El Shamayleh- flute player and 
14-year-old pianist Yasmin Alami along with staff members 
David Kearns and Edwina Issa. 

Students had come Irom all over the Gulf to participate 
and for many it was a return appearance at the competition, 
according to Mr. Mohammad Husseini, tile School's comer- 
cial representative. 

Four days of high profile heats and rounds took place in 
which tlie NES students progressed from the quarter final to 
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Guiding your child's friendship choices 
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the finals. The competition began with 36 students result- 
ing in ten placed in the final. 

The final was held in the presence of Sheikh Hisham Bin 
Abdulaziz Al Khaliefeh, Director of Bahrain International 
Airport, one major sponsor of the event. 

The final performance was very demanding as partici- 
pants had to perform a minimum of three pieces at grade 8 
(Associated Board) standard and above. 

At this stage NES, was represented by Yasmin Alami. 
Yasmin El Shamayleh having gone out at the semi final stage 
and Ying-Ling having reached the quarter final. 

In the final presentation Yasmin played with feeling and 
high technical standard. 

As the youngest competitor in the final, and the only 
female Arab national she represented the school extremely 
well taking Knights Bequest for best competitor 15 or 


by BEVERLY MILLS & BETSY FLAGER 

PARENTING MAGAZINE & THE ARAB DAILY SIMULTANEOUSLY 

I ve been reading lately about Iinw peers together, such as visits with neighbors and 
are such an important influence when kids relatives or church-related activities, he 


get to adolescence. My son is 10. What can 
I do now to help him make the kinds of 
friends who have values we approve of, so 


Another way to stay involved: “Make 
your house a home that other children like. 


- -vr ■ « "Wire Uiai Diner cm wren like. 

hat when he gets to the teen years, his That way you get to see the other kids vour 

friends will be a positive influence? - a read- child is friends with.” Taifel suggests. ' 

er from Tacoma, Wash. Brenda Dockings, a reader from 

Now more than ever, children need Torrance, Calif., agrees. "It helps if you have 

parental guidance as they try to build an open door for their friends." she says, 

inendsh'ps. "Have gr0U]ld ru|es aboi| , what you M 

It s dear that as we sead our children off at the house." ir a parent sees negative 
to school at earlier and earlier ages, we behavior, it can lead to good talks with your 

need to work on these peer-building skills child, about behavior and consequences 
from age 3 on, says Ron Taffel, Pli.D., a she adds 


child and family therapist in New York City. 
“Age 10 isn’t too late, but begin at an earli- 
er age if possible." 


An open-door policy also is a good idea if 
a parent is concerned about whether a 
friend may be a bad influence, readei^ have 


m ( . | . . n uau li iniLciitc, reaaers nave 

his new book Nurturing Good found ■ 

Children Now IGoldei, Books. S23: Canada “My children are now 25 and 23 years 
3,1 Taifel says children require "peer old. When they had friends that were a lit- 
smarts to be able to make friends wisely, tie bit iffy, I made sure that friend went 
to manage friendships when they're work- witli the family to do things together, or 
mg and to know how to leave them when when'l was home they were more than wel- 
ey re not. come t0 comc over anc j en j 0 y themselves,” 

Its critical for a 10-year-old to know says Doreen Hughes of Milton, Wash. "My 
about What he s feeling, and for parents to children ended up making the decision on 
help the child take concrete anion, to their own that perhaps they were not the 
ignore the bossy kid or to approach the best of friends. [ also have a 6-year-old 
chdd who is friendlier." Tilfel says. child how who Is benefiting from the expe- 

To increase the chance that your child is rience of adult siblings." 
around kids who have similar values, look Christine Trent of Charlotte. N.C., Recalls 
nr activities that endorse families being about her. childhpodf M My mother, i think, 


did one of the wisest things. I was not 
allowed to go ro my friend's house and ' 
play, bur as long as my mum or my dad was 
around at our house, we could play with 
each other. 1 thought that was really great 
because ir didn’t create rliat feeling of not 
being allowed and wanting to do it any 
way.” 

Sheri Beck of Illinois, who has six chil- 
dren ranging in age from 2 to 12, says her 
kids have learned to recognize children 
who are a bad Influence. "The best solution 
is ro raise them the way you feel is correct 
at home, and then you send them out," 
Reck says. 

She doesn't try to stop her children from 
playing with certain kids at school, but says 
she will not do any of “the extra stuff out- 
side of school." 

"It might even take a year - but eventual- 
ly they know this is not rhe child they want 
to be with, and they’ve always done the 
right thing In the long run," Beck says. 

If your child learns to trust his gut feel- 
ings about other kids and can walk away 
from bad relationships, that’s a valuable, 
lesson, Thffel says. 

Praise your child when he cares about 
how lie's doing 'in school, cares about what 
adults think, conies to the rescue' of an 
unpopular kid and exhibits other behavior 
that's often labeled "uncool," TbfTel sug- 
gests. 

"This will help your child gravitate 
toward kids who* aren’t afraid to not be the 
coolest ones in the class" fie says.’ 




TOO MUCH TO DO 
AND NOT ENOUGH TIME? 


by Lea Marie Rash 
Modern Montessori School 
I work full-time as a library media specialist, in 
addition to being a “domestic engineer" and 
full-time mother of three school-age children. 
Friends and colleagues often pose the question 
of how I manage to get so much work done. 
The answer is simple: I prioritize my lime. 

- How I do it: I use file books to keep track of all 
my commitments. The first one is a file of duties 
that need to be dealt with and followed up on. 

• The second file hook reminds me of numerous 
purchases and people that I need to stay in con- 
tact with, sometimes for months at a time. 

" The third file book contains my typing pro- 
jects. Faxes, letters, memos, lists, charts, index- 
es. etc. are all prioritized. Priority 1 is ••urgent". 
Priority 2 is "important" and Priority 3 is "can 
wait." .. • i i * 


It is also helpful to keep n clean desk. The only 
way to manage paper, for example, is to either 
DO IT. DUMP IT. OR DELEGATE IT. 

In order to delegate correctly, you have to 
INSPECT WHAT YOU EXPECT. You must give 
others clear directions, provide specific dead- 
lines and delegate in writing. That way you 
won't feel obligated to nag or check on people 
continuously to tell them what to do. 

Never say no. That's right! Time doesn't always 
allow you to take on every project immediately, 
but you can add ench oiie to your file book. Just 
saying yes will allow you tlie opportunity to 
eventually understand more about the field In 
which you are working, particularly if you are a 
• foreigner and are not familiar with the ways. of 
the country. This attitude has paid off in my 
case, because anyone coming- into our library. 1 
' knows that l am there to help. . ; > . 




by Patricia Qura'n 


A s a practising gynae- 
cologist in this coun- 
try for eighteen years, 
I sometimes think that there 
is nothing left lo shock or 
surprise me until a few days 
ago that is, when I was asked 
to write for this new journal- 
istic adventure. I was 
stunnedl 

On coming round, I gave the 
matter serious thought. Can 
I Hr this in with everything 
else in my life? [ eventually 
decided to go ahead and 
hope you will help out by 
contributing with questions. 
Working in M.O.H. then 
R.M.S. and now in private 
practice, has given me n 
wide experience of Obs/Gyn 
in this country which i love 
now as much as iny native 
Ireland. 

Eighteen years oF mar- 
riage and three children 
have established my roots 
here and opening a private 
clinic was the final touch. 

Our aim in this column is 
to answer any questions on 
Obs/Gyn that you might care 
to ask, and if there is any 
question on other medical 
subjects, we will ask a spe- 
cialist in that particular field 
to respond. 

We are happy ro answer 
general or very specialised 
questions oil any aspecr of 
pregnancy or women's 
health, including contracep- 
tion, hormone replacement 
therapy and other methods 
ol treatment for various 
problems. Men are very wel- 
come to ask questions! 

I hope we can benefit 
everyone in some small way 
and I look forward to your 
questions. 


DOCTORS TRANSPLANT 
ARTIFICIAL DOG BLADDERS 


by Maggie Fox - Reuters in Wash ington 

Scientists sold on Friday they had managed to grow artificial 
bladders for transplant Into dogs, and said the technology 
might also work for people with bladder disease. 

They grew the bladders from bladder cells, using a bladder-shaped frame. When 
transplanted into dogs, they acted like normal bladders. 

It only took about five weeks to gmw the new bladders, Anthony Atala of Harvard 
Medical School and colleagues reported in the journal Nature Biotechnology. 

"It takes four weeks for the cells to grow and once you have that you can start 
the process of placing them onto the bladder mould." Atala. a surgeon specialising 
in urology, said in a telephone interview. 

“It's like layering a cake, you basically place one layer of cells over the mould and 
then place it back into an incubator." he said. The incubator has the same condi- 
tions as the body. 

Layer after layer is built up this way. with muscle cells on the outside and 
endothelial cells on the inside, just as in a real bladder. That process takes a week, 
after which the whole thing is transplanted to the dog’s body. 

The frame is made out of a biodegradable polymer, similar to stitches that dis- 
solve over time. “By three months it’s totally gone once inside the body," A'tala said. 
At that point, the "bladder” looks and acts much like a real one. 

U.S. HAND TRANSPLANT 
PATIENT BEGINS THERAPY 


"Beagle dogs undergoing organ replacement with a tissue-engineered bladder 
were capable of normal urinary function for up to 1 1 months" they wrote. The dogs 
were all eventually killed Tor study, and their bladders looked normal. 

They said about 400 million people worldwide suffer from bladder disease. Those' 
with the worst cases often need bladder transplants, or at least serious repair to 
their bladders. 

Attempts to create an artificial bladder out of materials such as polyvinyl 
sponges, silicone and other materials have not worked well, Atala and colleagues 
wrore. 

And using tissue from other organs often results in problems. 

“We use intestines from the same patient, but that really leads to a lot of prob- 
lems, because intestinal tissue is designed to absorb, while bladder tissue is 
designed to excrete," Atala said. 

Atnla’s team has tried growing human bladder cells in the same way and lias sue- 
cesslully grown them on a matrix, too. Now he is waiting to see if they act like the 
dog bladder cells. 

The technology might work for other organs, too, he said which would be a boon 
in a country where waiting lists for organs stretch out for years. The U.S. Health and 
Human Services Department estimates that 4,000 people die every year waiting for 
an organ transplant. 


LOUISVILLE (R) - A man who 
received a rare hand trans- 
plant earlier this week has 
started physical therapy, 
bending the tops of his new 
fingers every IB minutes, 
doctors said on Friday. 

"He's fantastic. He's in very good 
spirits,” chief surgeon Warren 
Breicleiibach told reporters of 37- 
year-old Matthew Scott. "I mean can 
you imagine how you'd feel if for 13- 
years you didn't have a hand and four 
ro five days after having a new hand 
you were moving it?" 

Scott, who lost his hand when a 
powerful firecracker exploded in it, 
was given a new one from nn uniden- 
tified brain dead donor during a 15- 
hour operation on Tuesday. 

Bi eidenbach said there are no signs 
of rejection and the surgical team was 


surprised by rhe degree of motion 
Scott has in the tops of his lour fin- 
gers. His new hand is in a brace, 
which allows I he Lops of the fingers 
to be exposed. 

He said Scott, who is from Absecon, 
New Jersey, would have complete 
ability to move his new hand within 
three months and would get sensa- 
tion in it in six monrlis to a year, 

"Many of my colleagues, hand sur- 
geons. consider that getting sensa- 
tion back is critical to the process and 
we have argued that if we get good 
movement back with even some sen- 
sation that we will be further ahead in 
terms of the hand function" com- 
pared to an artificial one, he said. 

Scott is expected to be discharged 
from Jewish Hospital in four to five 
days. 
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A STRAW KEEPS THE DENTIST AWAY! 


A new study has found 
that drinking sugary 
beverages through a 
straw is better for your 
child's teeth than drinking 
from a cup. It can help 
reduce dental erosion 
caused by the drink's conruct 
with the teeth. 

The study, carried out by 


the Glasgow Dental Hospital, 
found that when drinking 


the back of the mouth, only 
29% experienced contact 


from a cup, the front teeth of with their Front teeth and 
90% of children came into 27% with their molars. 


contact with the drink, as 
did the back teeth, or 
molars, in 50% of children. 
But when drinking through a 
straw positioned towards 


The best straw to use is a 
narrow one that is posi- 
tioned at the back of the 
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Every week, our staff professionals are pleased to 
answer any inquiries you might have about health issues 
that concern you. So, just send us anything that might 
be on your mind. We are all ready to help! I 

Mbriday Patricia Gynaecologist 

toejtfcy-, Generalmedicine 


■5 Par Asl rjr 


'iVjhj Family' medicine 


DIABETIC? THEN EXERCISE WITH CARE! 


li li common knowledge fhal diabetes Is 
aggravated by improper diet, but 
affording to Mohammed El-Zaheri, 
Internist and endocrinologist, exercise 
for diabetic Is equally important. 

((Exercise not only promotes weight loss, but also 
has a beneficial dibit on glucose handling by the 
body. Over 80% of diabetics are obese," said El- 
kaheri. Furthermore ."nnn-dia belie obese people are 
more prone ro developing dial vies unless they take 
action to bring their weight down." 

El-Zaheri defined diabetes ns "the rise in blood glu- 
cose levels to values liir above the normal limit.” He 
explained that “this disease affects the body's ability 
to metabolize or handle all foodstuffs, not merely car- 
bohydrates and sugars, hut fats and proteins ns well. 

“However, the principal substances affected by dia- 
betes are carbohydrates, which introduce sugar into 
the body when metabolized. It is this sugar, in the 
form of blood glucose, that is used to monitor the 
degree of control or non-control of diabetes." 

“In contrast, type II, which is much more common, 
occurs in adults above the age of thirty. Younger age 
groups can be affected with it depending on their 
lifestyle. It is characterized by both relative insulin 
deficiency and resistance to the action of insulin." 

“Symptoms oF the disease," added El-Zalieri, "are 
excessive urination, thirst and weight loss." 

El-Zaheri stressed that “by losing some of the extra 
body fat, the resistance to insulin is decreased and 
response to it is augmented, improving glucose uti- 
lization. If blood sugar was 200 to 300 
milligrams/deciliter (mg/cll), a very high value for a 
diabetic, then this rare is very likely to improve with 
exercise." 

On the other hand, El-Zaheri declared that at sugar 
levels higher than 300 mg/dl, the diabetic is not 
advised to exercise because the loss of fluids from the 
body will lead to further elevation uf blood sugar. 

In spite oF the fact that diabetics have to constant- 
ly watch for a rise In their blood sugar, they also have 
to avoid the possibility uf a drop in blood sugar 
brought on by exercise. 

However, El-Zaheri said that "there is no risk of 
blood sugar dropping to dangerously low levels in 
type II patients who are not prescribed any medica- 
tion. The body can automatically adjust itselF to pre- 
sent the stress 


“Those on medication have to be more careful. 
Exercise promotes glucose breakdown, which is what 
insulin does. Therefore, if the diabetic exercises on a 
daily basis, this has to he considered when designing 
the dosage of medication in relation to the individ- 
ual's diet, timing of eating, along with the type and 
duration of exercise," explained El-Zaheri. 

To prevent blood sugar hum dropping too low dur- 
ing exercise, a condition known as hypoglycemia. 
Animar Sabbah, dietitian and gym trainer, said that 
"diabetics should keep candy with them during exer- 
cise, and make sure that trainers around them know 
they are diabetic." 

Symptoms of hypoglycemia, explained Mazen 
Kurdieh, orthopedist, are “nausea, sweat and coma." 

In addition, diabetics have to take special care of 
their feet because they are more prone to problems, 
traumas and injuries, especially when they wear tight 
training shoes "because feet are the furthest part 
from the center of the body, blood supply to them is 
compromised sooner than other parts," stated El- 
Zaheri. 

Kurdieh explained that “building blocks for injury 
healing come from the blood. So if there isn't enough 
blood supply, injury will take longer to heal. In addi- 
tion, less immunity will make room for more bacteria 
that will destroy tissue. Unfortunately, the presence 
of sugar in the blood also leads to bacterial growth in 
the foot." 

In order to avoid complications. El-Zaheri indicated 
that "training shoes should be comfortable, soft and 
should have no inseams or edges from rlic inside that 
may cause strain. They should also be in good condi- 
tion and worn for no more than two hours a day. 
Woolen or cotton socks with no rubber at the top are 

preferable." 

Therefore. El-Zaheri recommends “that diabetics 
inspect their feet for any bruises, scratches, red 
marks and unusual spots because these can be early 
signs of an infection and should be attended to ns 
soon as possible." 

He also stressed that "in cases of injury, diabetics 
should seek medical attention immediately. If medical 
care Is not readily available, diabetics should apply a 
simple dressing using a dean tissue nr gauze and a 
mild disinfectant until they are attended to by a pro- 
fessional." , - . 

A diabetic's diet should include "60-65% of calories 


coming from carbohydrates such as rice, pasta. In end 
and potatoes: 10-15% of calories from proteins such 
as meat, fish, poultry and high-protein vegetables like 
Lentils and beaus, leaving 20-30% of calorics from fat. ! 
Milk and yogurt can be substituted for meat. A vari- 
ety of fruits and vegetables in quantities determined 
by the dietitian are advised." explained Sabbah. 

This is not all. Timing of meals with medication and 
exercise should be given special attention. Sabbah 
indicated that "medium-acting and short -acting types 
of insulin have an action peak at which exercise must 
be avoided. The physician should direct the patient 
when that peak is." 

He added that “the insulin dose that conies before 
the workout should be reduced to 50%. in order to 
avoid hypoglycemia." 

Sabbah advised diaheiics to "have a carbohydrate 
snack, just a slice of bread one m two hours before 
the workout, without injecting any insulin, nnri then 
another snack immediately after the workout. In 
add i tirni, blood sugar should lie measured heloie, 
during, and alter the exercise, with an adjust mint in 
the insulin dosage based mi the results obtained. 

Exercise presents diabetics with a key to conitol- 
ling and dealing with their condition. But, diabetic* 
should take the initiative and use their hotly muscles 
for what they were made fur: motion. 

Blood sugar rate is measured in more than one 
way. El-Zaheri said that "there are two criteria Tor 
measurement of Wood sugar levels. These are the 
World Health Organization iWIIO) criterion and Un- 
American Diabetes Association (ADA) criterion. The 
first one sets normal fasting blood sugar at 115 mil- 
ligrams per deciliter (nig/dl), and considers a sugar 
rate of MOmg/dl and up as diabetic. Any rate 
between these two figures requires lurcher testing to 
determine whether the individual may be diabetic. 
On the other hand, the ADA criterion, adopted in 
1997, sets the normal fasting rate at tlOmg/dl and I 
126 mg/d! and up as diabetic." 1 

by Bhady Janzelr 




Yield: 1 serving 
Ingredients 

2 eggs 

3 tablespoons shredded 
low-fat Cheddar cheese, or 1 
slice non-fat Cheddar cheese. 

2 tablespoons chopped 
ham (at least 97% lean) or 
smoked turkey breast 
1 tablespoon chopped 
green bell pepper 
1 tablespoon chopped ■. 


2 tablespoons chopped 
tomato 

1. Coat an 1 8-lrich non stick 
skillet wifh non-stick cooking 
spray and preheat over niedt- 
um : Iow heat. Place the eggs 
in the skillet, and let the eggs 
cook without stirring for 
about 2 minutes, .or until set 
, arpundthe edges. , •• 


2. Use a spatula to lift die 
edges of the omelette, and 
allow the uncooked egg to 
flow below the cooked por- 
tion. Cook for another minute 
or two or until the eggs are 
almost set. 

3. Arrange first the 
cheese ,and then the ham, 
pepper, and onions over half 
of the omelette. Fold the 
other half over the filling and 
cook , for another minute or 

two . or until the cheese is 
melted and the eggs are com- 
pletely set. Slide the omelette 

onto a . plate, top with the 
tomato saute and serve 

& 


BILTMI'S tip 

Breast Cancer Diagnosis 

M ammography X-ray examination of the 
breast will define the nature of the mass 
felt yoo.br. by your doctor. Ultrasound. 
^hbfKer. :nin;x;ray-.e*bmln«i 0 n. can help decide 
is solid or cystic. .Surgical removal 

&i«rott4|; biassed 'Cbncerpus masses must - be 
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D EAK DR. GOTT: My 
niece has been diag- 
nosed with sarcoido- 
sis. What is litis disease and 
what can she du about it? 

DEAR READER. Sarcoidosis 
is a chronic disease of 
unknown cause. It produces 
painless lumps in many 
orpins, especially the lungs, 
spleen, skin and lymph 
glands. H the condition is 
discovered .lccideii tally 

(through a routine chest X- 
r.iy, lor example, as it otieii 

s.iry. If the disease \ 
os. liter. ipy with i 
drugs may have in 
side led. I he di.i) 
established l»v mi 


disappear ol 
acci ad after 
ears. Although 
i is ordinarily 
medical follow- 


DEAR DR. GOVT: I have an 
uncomfortable problem 
about which l am embar- 
rassed to ask my doctor. 
Whenever I have a bowel 
movement, my anus itches 
really badly. 1 do have hem- 
orrhoids but no diseases or 
allergies. I am about 90 
pounds overweight. What 
could be causing the prob- 
lem? 

DEAR READER: There may 
be a low-grade infection in 
the anal area that is con- 
stantly irritated by bowel 
movements. In overweight 
people especially, the skin 
between the buttocks can 
become chronically inflamed 
and itchy. Your doctor may 
be able to help you over- 
come the annoyance — bur, 
of course, you'll have to ask 
to get help. Don't be embar- 
rassed; this is what physi- ! 
clans are trained to do. 

To give you related Informa- 
tion, I am sending you a 
. copy of- my Health Report 
' “Constipation and Diarrhea 
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WORD PROCESSING 
BETWEEN PLATFORMS 

■»• y«u constantly shift your |||,, , ro _ 
wind^a. to th. Mac 05 arvl.a 
. *, ” wc, y B • poin converting files? it 
shoold n’th. If y« H follow these oasyrtlpl. 
Whe n porting files from a Windows lo% 

ftaM or rET? pcocossor, s.v. «, text 

fomaM.1^ *,• tat tormat |.,H) to pr.sorvo 

S T * 11 V ,he ha »«l you mo*. 

" ae °* 10 w,nc, ow>. then 
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rich! ^ . B0S •London (.txt », . rM l I 

«,« do fl o„t VOM, nam *- ,B ■"her I 
"° , 1 U5B than eight charac- « 
■ "* * * »*"' «'• ond transfer file, $ 

using a PC-formattsd floppy, | 

l-MAC REBOOT 

flip Into th. an. that ha. an arrow b.,M. 1 


The inside story el ono yeuna 
woman's terrifying ordeal at the 
hands of a cybarstalker. 

Randi Barber had never heard anything as 
frightening as the messages on her answer- 
mg machine. Tile 2S-year-old North 
Hollywood, Calif., woman started getting 
the calls in early I99S: dirly solicitations 
from several different men. But one April 
day Barber learned just how scared she 
could be when a stranger knocked on her 
apartment door. He left after she hid silent- 
ly Tor a few minutes, but phoned Iter apart- 
ment later. “What do you want?" she plead- 
ed. Why are you doing this?" Puzzled by 
the hysterical note in her voice, the man 
I explalned that lie was responding to the 
*2^ d She l,ad pl;lced on the Internet. 

What ad7 What did it say?" Barber asked. 
Am I in big trouble?" 

Let me put It to you this way," the caller 
said. You could get raped." 

Barber didn't own a computer and had 
never been on the Web, but it didn't take 
her long to ligurc out that she was at the 
center of a nightmarish criminal plot. Over 
the next few months, Barber would discover 
that a stalker had assumed her identity in 
pbetspace and was posting ads on the 
htternet seeking men to hillill kinky sexual 
desires. "I'm into the rape fantasy and gang- 
hang antasy. too." he wrote in her name, 
one of many lewd postings on sites incluil- i 
mg Hotmail and Nightinail under such log- I 
ons as "playfulkittyfU" and "kinkygaM/' , 
But tlie sadomasochistic content of the mes- { 
Ssiyos wasn't the most disturbing part. The t 
mysterious stalker was giving out barbers v 


B address, directions to her home, details nl 
b her social plans mid even advice mi lirnv in 
short-circuit her alarm system. 

He was also unwittingly leaving encrypted 
s clues. Last November, after an investigation 
by the FBI, the Los Angeles district ntloiney 
1 and rhe LA County Sheriff's Department, 
? police arrested an acquaintance of barber's 
i | 1am * d Gary Dellapenta under a California 
I law that criminalizes stalking and harass- 
' I ? enr on t,ie Internet: the 50-yc-ar-old secu- 
rity guard pleaded not guilty tu that charge, 
computer fraud and solicitation for rape at a 
preliminary hearing in January, and Ids 
arraignment is scheduled for this week 
Even veteran cops who have seen cyber- 
crime explode in recent years are stunned 
by this case. "The Internet is presenting us 
with criminal-justice issues we haven't seen 
betore." says one law-enforcement official 
This person was sitting in his house before 
a computer screen moving would-be rapists 
around like chess pieces. It's one of the 
scariest tilings you can imagine.” 

Randr Barber can attest to that. A reli- 
gious woman who grew up the only child of 

by DONNA FOOTE 

NEWSWEEK 

doting parents i„ the p [ acid northenl a||> 
urbs of Los Angeles Counly, Barber was 
unprepared for rhe wrenching roll the stalk- 
ing has taken on her life. “You don't realize 
how valuable your privacy Is till someone 
takes it away," she told NEWSWEEK in an 
exclusive interview. "I feel dirty - even 
diougl, | haven't even been touched. At 
Work ' 1 fclt embarrassed to look people in 


I !!!t-Mwu^" luih w5 

, ' . "‘ "-'IH'iiu was rakmw, 

ciisludy. Kiilx-rMiineiuik-slefr her jab a, aa 

dT.I """ and slept in her or 

Amir veil will, lu-r allegnl stalker ill jail, ,| le 
is Mill so depressed lh.ii she feels physically 

bill while Hailici di-soilics herself as "n 
skitlish pm soil," Hie investigators who 
eveniiiiilly winked with her s.iy a better 
description is "gutsy," Within days ofreceiv- 
iub I lie first liaicli of ominous phone calls 
she wont |» the police .„,d filed a report. 
And when they told her they couldn't help 
she doggedly started working the case her- 
self "I couldn't just sir there and let this hap- 
pen to me." barber remembers. "I had to 
know who he was." She didn't change her 
pnone number, and she didn't panic. Barber 
kept the taped phone messages - as awRil as 
they were - and called each creep back to 
explain that she was a victim, not a vixen. 1 
TWo men cooperated with her request for 
help in tracing the culprit, and one sent her 
hard copies of some of his X-rnted e-mails. 

In the meantime, loin Barber. Randi's father, 
gut online. I knew I had tu some way ur 
another identify him and stop him,” he says. 

So I became a computer expert. I began to 
spend hours on the Internet." Within a 
week, he round the ads and was corre- 
sponding with "playfulkitty*lU" and "kinky- 
gal30." 

By August, Randi and her father had plen- 
ty of evidence - and a prime suspect in mind, 
barber hadn't forgotten rhe unwanted 
advances she'd parried from Cary 
Dellapenta during 19%. She had met the 


S®* .asst . OR CHEAP 


T he introduction of prepaid 
into the Jordanian cellular 
nurfcer is not necessarily a 
blessing in disguise for customers 
who want to budget their cell- 
phone usage or operators looking 
to avoid bod debt. 

Prepaid may not necessarily 
answer everyone’s prayers." 
Robert Lee, Jordan Mobile 
Telephone Services (Fasdiuk) sales 
and marketing director told die 
Arab Daily. David Bosworth, the 
company's CEO, said that Fasrjink 
plans to liave prepaid in the mar- 
ket by this coming June. 

Prepaid cellular basically means 
that there are no bills and that ens- 
Miners use what they pay for in 
advance and thereby control their 
usage. In turn, it would rid an 
operator like Fastlink from collec- 
tion-related problems, tad debt 
and more importantly, provide it 
with interest. 

In countries like Lebanon, pre- 
paid has been a latge success. ' 
“here the subscriber base plum- 
meted Lmm 1-40,000 to half.-, m, I- 
Iran m less than six monlhs after it , 
1997™ intIDt,llcc<l October of , 

ivhile in Europe. TIM, an Italian j 
GSM operator has reached mass- c 

Wkh i,s trademark 
'JIMMY' prepaid card, which b 

allows subsenbess M receive calls a 

for up to 12-months after their s, 

urnrs runout r 




id Tile ivvo success stories, liowev- 
at er, iiave not come wilhout obsta- 
a cles. In Lebanon, the first two 
rs mentis of prepuid's entrance were 
followed by (urge numbers or 
g fraud cases, because the technolo- 
gy used was Subscriber 
l Identification Module (SIM) based. 

SIMs, small chips that activate cell 
I Pfrone users' accounts on their 

t mobiles, were manipulated by 

hnckeis 10 scam both companies 
there. 

Not that this stopped the 
Lebanese. They just switched tech- 
nologies. LebanGell, for example, 
now uses intelligent nodes, where- 
by subscribers' billing information 
is kept on the network. According 
to Boswoitli and Lee, Fastllnk's 
upcoming Introduction or prepaid 
will be based on a mote advanced, 
yet more costly technology, name 
ly Intelligent networks (IN). (See 
sepamte story) 

, Cost of either an intelligent 
node solution or intelligent net- 
work solution depends on the 
number of subscribers that an 
operator wane to offer prepaid to 
A typical intelligent node package’ - 
ran start at $250,000, while an ; 
intelligent network solution , 
names In at no less than $2 million. 

Fastlink took a year to study i 
both options before its decision to l 
acquire an intelligent network F 
solution, which, it will purchase y 
from Siemens, the German u 


l - telecommunications equipment 
s- manufacturer that also supplies 

0 Jordans first GSM provider with 
e switches. 

'f Thepay-up-lront service will not 
" come cheap either, said Lee. -«*, 

t are always trying to cuver the basic 

' “ !t “ f the service," added Lee. 

1 referring to monthly rental. In 

r Lebanon, a mobile to mobile call is 

' charged at S0.07 Tor monthly 
1 rental subscribeis and up to S0.5 
for prepaid cusromen. Accorcling 
to Lee and industry experts, a pre- 
paid call minute is usually chained 
at 120-200 percent of a regular 
minute. 

Prepaid tariffs are calculated 
according to an analysis or three 
raaors, which are how much rime 
current subscribers take to pay 
their bills, total aittiine, monthly 
rental and the size of subscription 
to features like “caller I.D." and call 
waiting. 

As such, one expert who asked 
not to be named, maintains dial 
the prepaid will be expensive on 
raids that have low numbers of 
units, while prepaid subscriptions , 
'nth latge numbers of units will , 
almost teadt regular monthly-line i 
rental subscriptions. f 

But unlike Lebanon, Fastlink's ; 
potential prepaid subscribers will l 
he able to roam because of F 
Fasdinlt's dedsion to go with (INI ■ 
while they are travelling in coun- 
tries where fastlink has roaming 


t agreements. Fastlink currently has 
s roaming agreements with over 70 
' operators and around 10 percent 
of its subscribeis roam at any one 
I lime. 

1 Potential customers for prepaid 
" are people who rarely pick up their 
1 " ,obil « to call and travelers who 
do not want to pay the high 
charges associated with roaming. 
Changes for a call to a Fastlink sub- 
settber travelling in London would 
reach at least S 1 .5 per minute. 

Yet regardless of what prepaid 
will cost injotdan, one major prob- 
lem that will plague Fastlink and its 
upcoming competitor, namely 
Jordan Telecom's GSM division, is 
migration. Fixed line customers 
may choose to switch from mondt- 
ly rental to prepaid and stay with 
the same operator, or they may 
change the operator completely. 

The migration process mainly 
depends on the grace period that 
subscribers are allowed to "refill" 
their prepaid card. In Lebanon, 
prepaid customers whose uniis 
ran out, are allowed to receive 
calls for up to three months. And 
wliile prepaid subscribers spend 
hme off-line and there are no calls 
from or to them, operators will 
also lose airtime revenue. Fasdink 
bundled in late 1995 and current- 
jyhgg70jX)0.subscrlbers. 
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security guard rhmugh a Irieinl. 
but the twice -divuiced 

Dellapenta (whu lives in u mml- 
fst stucco Umgnlow with his 
80-year-okl mother) made her 
uieomforiable. When he st;nt- 
ed making oven tires, she 
rebuffed him. Undeterred. Ire 
sent flowers and a small gill, 
continued to call and even 
joined her church. After chinch 
elders intervened, the unwant- 
ed advances ceased. But 
months later the phone calls 
began. 

The authorities started work- 
ing in earnest on Barber's case 
once Randi and her father 
handed over the e-mails - and 
Dellapenta's name. At that 
point, says Tom Barber, "the 
mouse became the cat." FBI 
agent Mark Wilson and DA 
investigator Brian Hale traced 
the e-mails from the Web sites 
ar which they were posted to 
the servers used to access the 
sites. Search warrmirs com- 
pelled the Internet companies 
to identify the user. All the 
paths led police back to 
Dellapenta, “When you go on 
the Internet, you leave finger- 
prints - we can tell exactly 
where you've been," says sher- 
iff's investigator Mike Gur/.i. 
whu would eventually verify 
that all the e-mails originated 
front Dellapenta's cumpmer 
after studying his hard drive. 

The alleged stalker's M.O. was 
tellingly simple: police say he 
opened up a number ol free 
Internet e-mail accounts pre- 
tending to he Barber, posted 
die crude ads under a salacious 
tog-on name and started e- 
maiiing the men who respond- 
ed- Dellapenta was arrested in 
November; his aLroruey is not ■ 
commenting publicly on the 
case. 

Even now. Barber knows very 
little about her alleged cyber- 
stalker. Dellapenta’s court 
records show he and bis sec- 
ond wife filed for divorce in 
January 1996 - just abour the 
time Randi's harassment began 

and has no prior criminal 
record. What he did seem to 
have was an extraordinary 
“mount of anger. According to 
testimony given by the FBI's 
Wilson at the preliminary hear- 
ing, Dellapenta admitted that 
he had "Inner rage" directed at 
Barber, and that he was seeing 
a psychologist because he 
"could not stop himself" from 
sending smutty e-mail. "This is 
not over, when it's over,” says 
Barber, her dark brown eyes 
filled with fear. The illusion of 
anonymity on the Internet has 
spawned a new generation of 
criminals who do things behind 
the cover of a computer screen 
they might otherwise never 
even consider. And as Randi 
Barber knows, - the conse- 
quences can be devastating; * ' 


T in- vast world of 
ilu* Internet is 
being .iccessed by 
teenagers at 
home, Internet 
cafes and schools 
bringing them a wealth of 
ini m million and stimulating 
their thinking. 

"Internet is a field of explo- 
ration that stimulates the 
exploratory behaviour of the 
unknown in human beings. 
Teenage is are not time pres- 
sured which provides fertile 
ground lor such benefit," Emad 
Klireim. psychiatrist, said. 


Bur what is it thar interests 
teenagers most in this wide 
ocean of information. 

The Arab Daily conducted a 
simple poll to shed some light 
oil what teenagers access and 
where they spend most of their 
time on the web. 

This small investigated sample, 
which is not necessarily repre- 
sentative. of 107 teenagers and 
early adults, gave us some indi- 
cations of which some were 
surprising. 

by NAHEL MAA1TA 


IN STUDY ON 
INTERNET: 

SEX WINGS AS MOST 
POPULAR VISITING 
SITE FOR TEENAGERS 






A: Male, age 10-15, ratio 39/107, 36.45% 

B: Female, age 10-15, ratio 15/107, 14.02% 

C: Male, age 16-19, ratio 37/107, 34.58°/< 

D: Female, age 16-19, r atio 16/107, 14.95% 

The tables above show tire shape the sexual appetite ol tire 

mait, interest of the studied kid, the understanding or sexu- 

Ts In be sex sites. Ik per- al behavionr in a retarondti, 
tentage of the teenagers visit- between a male and female and 
inc the previously mentioned sexual understanding m *. 
sites is 42.06”.. while 21.491 of mind." the psychiatrist warned 
.1 ir aw (tetris 10-15 year Moreover, Musa Shteiwi, 

£ J wbir^rs 

rrjsitg 

In that subject to be by Instinct, to tan 

“g^r^Tgertfr^xpn^ matin" <*>"> ab ° UI this sub - 
* 

ly not a very healthy thing t g ^ , em of whel her 

youngsters, «P^ material on the internet is edu- 

who still have a long way to m ln 

complete sexual maturity, says * aule , hey are 

“’■tea .0-15 year old to be 

cletm^kt diiswlll beltanriful in advised on how to handle it," 
several ways. This thing can Shteiw, added. 


However, according 
simple poll, females surfing sex 
sites is U.78M in category II 
and 13.74° 0 ) in category D is 
very low compared tu males, 
due to their conservative 
upbringing. 

"The nature of our society 
explains the low percentage or 
girls visiting cyber sex sites 
compared to the boys, but also 
it's strange to see that there is 
some who do despite the con- 
servative life they lead in 
Jordan." said Shteiwi. 

One female from category D 
was mostly interested in Gay 
and Lesbian sites. 

“Sexual orientation and inter- 
est development gets shaped 
along the years. In the early 
stages of sexual development, 
appetite is relatively high and 
the exploratory behaviour is 
equally high. One may feel 
attracted to the same sex. For 
this young girl, it's really don 


A mouse t*i a 

■trench coat? 



genius iu her age to gel be! 
exposed to Lesbian oiul Gay 
sites mainly because this may I«h 
strongly influence her sexual oil 
orient at ion." said Klireim. m* 

As tin clMiiing. it is ranked as ini 
their seiuml highest inieresl nn cu 
the .Intel net, where dO.I'J". nl Iri 
the sample studied dial mi a 
tegular basis. »1i 

Many parents and cale man- i. 
■igi'rs were asked almut llioir It 
opinion mi ch.iUing and the si 
u^iilis of the mlvanliiges .ue " 
sunn uar i:.eil as: le.mnng nun- n 
puiei skills, imp i uviug iheir 
1 nglish language, dieapei coin- g 
nuinicaiioii with tueiuls s 
abmaii. making lii«-nd-. tm s 
those wlm ftuiiul dill unities iu 
esi.thlislnng such lelaiumsliips. <• 
.uul mr.r.' hvlplid way l«.r « 
resvatdiing llieii as>ignmenis. 

However, the psydiialiisl i 

denied that dulling is helplul I 

for those who Iniiiul i.hltKuliie5 . 
in making h ieinls. 

"It’s hard iu say that dulling 
will help somebody wlm lias 
social avoid .mce nr shyness 
develop his social skills, 
because social skills develop ,i> 
a result of social inlei ail ion 
tli at requires physical pres- 
ence." Klireim said. 

The disadvantages are: wasi- 
’ ing iheir studying time if not 
programmed, wasting their 
income if not limited, some 
chats may include sex. and it's 
dangerous for people iheir age 
according lo Khrcim. 

“Written sexual material is 
widely risky, because it siimu- 
3 lates their imagination and neg- 
y ative consent is delivered pre- 
maturely." 

r " Extensive chatting and 

Internet surfing may lead to 
y Cyber add inion. 
x ' “Surfing the Internet can 

l . d have addictive properties and 

IS qualities, where people feel the 

e urge to sit down and surf for 
or hours and sometimes they have 
difficulties in controlling their 


behaviour." 

"Addiction to chatting has a 
I.U. tor ul reciprocity, where 
other panics un? lesponding. 
making it more ■itti.iLlive lo 
iiucract and much uioie dilli- 
cult to leave." said ihe psyihia- 


1 mail is llte thiiil .ipplicaiiini 
iIkii c apt tin's iheii atti'iuiuii. 
j;i. 7 I",, .in- tunnelled with 
It lends .ihio.u l, .nul are able in 
sentl elei Ironic * arris ul speiial 
iiciasions, ilimugh the Her- 


litem by ilu- mteiiiel. Ii mighi 
,il jl i n-vu.d tli.it peoplr al iheii 
,iv', e -tie pmhnhly undei a l»'l ol 
pressure tn*m the eihnaiion 
they gel in scIkh-U." said 
hliiciwi. 

It is aWo noticed that 0 nl' 
Imili female uiiegiuies. II am! 

D. show no inieresl in spurts 
and car sites. 

"Females are well Known for 
their lack of interest in spurts 
nr cars, even in advanced coni’ 
munitics, it is more of a mascu- 
line interest." said Shteiwi. 

Teenagers are invited to 
explore diverse dimensions 
available to them via the 
Internet. Proper parental guid- 
ance should take place in order 
to ensure full and healthy bene- 
fits. 

-I'm not at all with censor- 
ship. but we must make sure 
that these kids do not get dan- 
gerous information, they must 
be educated, and parents 
should communicate more with 
their children,” commented 
5hteiwi. 


1 CLASSIFIED 


For sale, YAMAHA, upright piano Ul scries|UIF 
professional with seat/excellcnt condition, made in 
apan call 079-584314 - 




07:00 Murker Vtarch Jnflfc 

07:30 Europe Today 

09:00 US CNBC CNBC 

Squawk Box 

10:00 Market Watcli 

13:00 Power Lunch 

14:00 Market Watch 

15:00 US CNBC Squawk Box 

17:00 US Market Ward) 

19:00 Europe Market Wrap 
19:30 Europe Tonight 
20:30 US Power Lunch 
21:00 US Street Signs 
00:00 Europe Tonighr 
01:00 The Edge 
01:30 NBC Nightly News 
02:00 CNBC Asia Squnwk Box 
03:30 US Market Wrap 
04:00 Trading Day Live 
06:30 Lunch Money 


23. -00 Volga, i 1 GEOGRAPHIC 

SoulorRu«, 1 ‘- JcHA ™“- 

00:00 Today 

01K)0 NBC Nightly News 

01:30 Dateline NBC 

02:30 Wee Willie & The Wbmbjt 

finishing School 

03:00 Mysteries of Mankind 

04:00 Islands of the Iguanas 

05:00 War or the Flame bird 

05:30 Wild: Esperanza the 

Mountain Tapir 

06:00 Our Living World: Korup 

07:00 Africa's Paradise or Thorns ■ 

08:00 People & Places: Lost 

Civilizations orRio [.a Vhnta 

09:00 The Deadly Season 

1 10:00 Wild Spiring Mad: Wild 
Camel of the Andes 
1 IrfK) In (he Fnntsleps of Crusoe 
1 1:30 Out of l lie Slone Age 
12:00 Arctic Bear Adventure 
13:00 Wild: Side by Side: The 
I lu tilers & The Hunted 
14:00 World of Islands 
14:30 Our Living World: As H 

Wasnit in the Beginning 
15:00 Kaiigcruo Comeback 
16:00 Fliglir Across The World 
16:30 Nuba of Sudan 
1 7:00 VVifd: Side By Side: The 
Hunters & The Hunted 
18:00 World ofTslands 
1830 Our Living World: As It 
Wtosnit in the Beginning 
19:00 Kangcroo Comeback 
20:00 Flight Across The World 
20:30 Nuba or Sudan 
21:00 An African Love Story 
22:00 Bush Babies 
22 JO A Few Acorns More 


EuroNews 




07:110 Journal TV5 > 

07:15 
Gourman discs 
07:30 TfelEtnatin 
09:00 TV5 Minutes et mErfeo 
09:15 Journal de Itad Jo- Canada 
09:30 4 et Demi 
10:00 TV5 Minutes 
10:05 Au DeLf Des Apparences 
1 1:00 TV5 Minutes 
1 145 Cent l itres 

1 1:30 Habitat ■fradiiionnel 

12.00 TV5 Minutes 

1 2:05 Zig Zag Caffe 

1 2:45 Gourmandlsej 

13:00 TV5 Minutes 

13:05 Voif} Paris 

1 3:30 Journal de France 3 

14:00 Orases D'fetfe 

ISJOTEIEdnfema 

1 600 Journal International TV5 

16:15 L'hebdo j 

17:15 Pyramlde 

1 7:45 Bus et Compagnie 

18:30 TV5 Minutes 

18:35 Jeu 

19:00 Questions pour un 
Champion 
1 9:30 Journal TV5 
20:00 Vollt Paris 
20:27 Un Livre Un Jour 
20:30 Journal de la TSR 

21:00 Temps Present 

22:00 Le Point 

23:00 Journal de France 

Tfelfevislonl 


12:35 Sunset Beach 
13:25 Houston Knights 
14:15 I Married Dora 
14:40 Designing Women 
15:05 Minor Adjustments 
15:30 Lost on Earth 
15:55 Step by Step 
16:20 Silver Spoons 
16:45 Moon Over Miami 
17:35 Family Matters 
18:00 Robin Hood 
19:00 3rd Rock From the Sun 
19:30 Newsradlo 
20:00 Charmed 
21:00 Michael Hayes 
22:00 John Larroquettc 
22:30 Larry Sanders 
23:00 FX The Series 
00:00 Martin 
00:25 Malcolm and Eddie 


02:00 BBC Woild News 

02:30 World Living: Earth Report 

03:00 BBC World News 

03:30 Asia Today 

03:45 World Business Report 

04:00 BBC World News 

04:30 Asia Today 

04:45 World Business Report 

05:00 BBC World News 

05:30 Asia Today 

05:45 World Business Report 

06:00 BBC World News 

06:30 USA Direct 

07:00 BBC World News 

07:30 World Focus 

08:00 BBC World News 

08:30 World Living 

09:00 BBC World News 

09:3u Hard Talk 

10:00 BBC World News 

10:30 World Focus 

11:00 BBC World News 

11:30 Hard Talk 

12:00 BBC World News 

12:30 World Living 

13:00 The World Today 

14:00 The World Today 

14:30 Wild World 

15:00 BBC World News 

15:15 World Business Report 

1 5:30 The World Today 

16:30 World Living 

17:00 BBC World News 

17J0 Hard "folk 

18:00 BBC World News 

18:30 Out Of India 

19:00 BBC World News 

19:30 World Living 

2040 The World Today 
[21:00 The World Today 
21:30 Hard 1b Ik 
22:00 BBC World News 
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04:30 Crook & 

Chase I 

05:30 Judge Judy 
0640 El in Focus 
07:00 Jeopardy (r) 

07:30 Wheel of Fortune 
08:00 Hollywood Squares 
08:30 Sally Jessy Raphael 
09:30 El Uncut 
10:00 The Koscjime Show 
11:00 Sunshine Cuisine 
1 1:30 Cooking Secrets of The CIA 
12.00 El News Daily 
12:30 El FYE 

13:00 Regis And Kathy Lee 
14:00 El Reliirid The Scenes 
14:30 Movie TV 
15;00TVavel Update 
15:30 The View 
16:30 Model TV 
17:00 Tire Roseanne Show 
18:00 Jeopardy 
18:30 Wheel of Fortune 
19:00 Hollywood Squares 
19:30 Judge Judy 
20:00 Styled "Diesel Special" 

2 1:00 El Extreme Close UP 

21:30 EIQ&e 

22:00 Model TV 

22:30 Lare Show With David 

Letterman 

23:30 El News Daily (r) 

,00:00 Jerry Springer 
01:00 The View (r) 


02:30 John - jm 
Larroquette £3 

02:55 Larry Sanders ■» IL'dtik 
03:25 Married with l VLBIC/, . p iHZ 
Children 

03:50 Homicide: Lift On The 

04:40 One Line to Live 
05:30 General Hospital 
06:20 Sunset Beach 
07:10 Houston Knights 
08:00 1 Married Dora 
08:25 Designing Women 
08:50 Minor Adjustments 
09:15 Lost on Earth 
09:40 Step by Step 
1045 Silver Spoons 
10:30 Family Matters 
10:55 One Life to Live 
1 1 :45 General Hospital 


SHr>M.r«>a r 
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Travel vis 

U‘J:t JO l.uiivly I'l.nift 
10:00 Imillllute |;si,i|K' h 
1 11:30 lnntim.it e lisc.qvs 

1 1:011 livemtiivss 

1 1:30 Sp.ilU 1 
12.(11) (hi Fin H! 

I MO Hie New Fxjihncvs 
14:00 Travelers 
15:00 Mint im.it r l-sinpes 
15:30 Ii mtim.it e liscajiw 
16:00 Ushttain 
17:00 Lundy I’l.mct 
1 S:U0 Tin? Shark Files 
19:00 Meiiical Detectives 
19:30 Eyewitness 
20:00 Prmraiis 
21:00 Equinox 

22:00 Discovery I'nilik* Svric 
23:00 Gu For III 
OU:00 Lonely Pl.uiel 
[0140 Medical Detectives 
01:30 Eyewitness 


02:00 me Larry Sanders' SHXjl " 
Show 
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15 Selt- 
confldenca 
IB The woman 
17 Possess 

19 Zoo 
creatures 

20 This evening 
23 Sailing ship 
25 View 

27 Ending (or verb 
30 Tell 


35 Wooded paths 

36 Hoodlum 

37 Moving truck 

39 Move Ilka a crab 

40 Made 
muddy 

42 Greek 
letter 

45 Inhabitant (suH.) 

46 Dad's 
partner 

49 Phono-graph 
Inventor 

51 Madeafanubby 
woolen 
fabric 


54 Whole 

55 Simpler 

56 Flret-rale 
(2 wda.) 

57 Missionary 
Junipero 


1 Dec. 
holiday 

2 Every 

3 Not nasty 

4 — to Joy 
6 Rorem or 

Beatty 

6 Use the 
microwave 

7 Brilliance 
6 Red traffic 


PicklCS by Brian Crane 


WUWAfcey FT'S AU LX 
ttOWORK-J APPUCWiOtt 1 
iN&Ott.ff F0RAL0A& , 
WLvHATr XO PA»V PoR i 

■^rv wuxpoikJ 


I Viv4ACT 6UOUU7 1 Ptff 

L fioRVOtif* V 


®)di)NWe&«sioil 



CAHT CATcH MG, 

GRAMPA!^ 

CAN'T -tffA 

me I _ mm 




9 Duration 

11 Inorl gas 

12 Went off on a 


13 DanRather's 
network 
IB North of III. 


23 Modlcal 
picture 

24 Finnish first 
name 

25 Blurt out 
27 Having an 

offensive 

odor 

20 Be a vendor 
29 Actual 
being 

31 Lightweight 
fabric 

33 Took care of 
the bills 

38 Kind of plck7 

40 Bathroom 
feature 

41 Norve 
network 

42 Last feller 

43 Novelist 
Ferber 

44 Yugo-slnvla'a 
Marshal 

46 Israel's Golds 

47 River In 
Germany 

46 — Breckin- 
ridge 

50 Miner's find 

52 How the West 
— Won 

53 Language 
sufllx 


WHO WAS CRISPUS 
ATTUCKS? 

Crisp Us At tucks ■ possibly a 
runaway slave • was a leader of 
the American colonists 


ARIt^S 

(April 20-M.tf 209= 

..Ybugiye qphSl(J*atlon . HonBaWi'ohaws tod®, 
tohow :^(iypur:iob ! inb. 

esr?8rpB^-ar8sudp%r^! ’ 4!!Mfflls83B! SaBtt 

Ing yPHrstaiida^ljV?'' ; ao^rrtgiyiSWr^®- IWpS tayfil 

.WTMWyour attention ' WSmSiSSm^ 

■o gtoMfrrJy:;a|^]fand itiMKHVfiP 

SB 

seem acf^igfe today. an^f®g$c° m P l,shed - ettl|cs G0M |d be violated. 


'TAURUS 

(April 20 -May 20): 


GEMINI 


msM 

CANCER 


yffiiS&'btona Id.KHjcLto 

aairffdmw;<i> n, f olled 

UI 

' ,Jg 


involved in a skirmish in i//u 
■' wilh British troops in Boston, 
was the first of five men 

'■'I 1 - '/ iO WHO WAS CASIMIR 
' PULASKI? 


i MY Si-Aii'j.; 1 ') 

Youmust be proacllve In 
letting people.know you 

oanp'^p but.They may 

I'iffiHiifi' unaware 

^6fjvha»you c?n 'con- 
tHbuM^.U ydy. know that 
ajslol ii going begging 
tatepiriMO'e like you. 
-'afep'right upl 


Develop your interper- 
sonal and conversa- 
tional skills today. If , ■ 
you're feeling confused 
about whal you should 
be d^ng. perhaps, gef- 
; ; li’hg to know people : 
better;: pnd letting them 
kiSdw you, 


LIBRA 

(Sept. 2$Oct. 23}; 

You have little trouble 


exaggerate and cteate 


SCORPIO 

(Qct. a4 -tjjafe8.n 

An lnablljM^|P*lg)-. 

J ple kelps yoolm®' 

V 

^jgPS^a betvveon:. 
these two extrdrnes. 


eAriTTARiUS CAPRICORN AQUARIUS PidCUS BiH AWSAi«e«; aotisi 
SAGITTAH tua v«rniyy .imHrfJtew (fw>. if 4 «qut*so>: sculptor, archiuc 

.MwtcewML'ni: 


.jisw^gp*iL-«): •• • 'JB 

|t'ahard^a(l%^ 

today. aftdon'tfWlL JP°S 
FnllQW® other InlSeats. enhano 


vour 

ihf^®Ey° ur 


ii.y° ur 


B mi'-i m j mkss -S 

i^ierity.' tohalp^l^# 


interper- Pulashi was an American 
inverea- Revolutionary War hero who 
today. If i 5er ved with General 
contused Washington. He also organized 
5 U should the Pulaski Legion to wage 
haps gal- gaartl"" warfare against the 
rpedple British. Pulaski was mortally 
tting them wounded during the siege of 

I Id it.' Savannah, Georgia, on October 

' 9th, 1779, and died two (days 

later. 

’CCl 

yt "° RINAISSaHCI ARTIST, 
M!0|: SCULPTOR, ARCHITECT 

sity. makes. AND POST MICHSLAN- 
OiLO HRID WHAT. POST 
Stl^lcSfc^f. for THI LAST 3S TSARS 
nificyOuW;; OF HIS unt 

Michelangelo was appointed 
Wttf&VuTO architect of St. Peter’s In 1542 
|®ilr^ and and served in that capacity; 
four own. unlj .Ids! dcatjt'ioh’ Pst»ru*ty ; 
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WHAT'S NEW ON THE HOME VIDEO SC E H E??? j fORDY GURDY 


ENTERTAINMENT 25 


"There's Somethin 
About Mary" 

111 this wacky ram, unit comedy, rile 
writer-director Farrelly brothers, Peter 
iind Bobby, have cooked up n tale of 
questionable taste that’s sometimes 
crude mid gross and ourrageous bur 
one that works just the same because 
at times it's flat-out hilarious. And 
there's a certain amount of innocence 
about it nil. Ben Stiller plays Ted, a 
geekisli high school senior who gets 
an inipiobable prom date with the girl 
or his dreams. Mary (Cameron Diaz), 
unlv to have an embarassing bathroom 
accident ruin everything. Thirteen 
years later, still obsessed with Mary, 
led hires a sleazy private eye (Matt 
Dilhm) to check on her but he also falls 
for her and sends back horror stories 
to scare led away. Undaunted, Ted 
shows up anyway, is reunited with the 
luscious Mary in time Tor more 
mishaps - and the funniest scene in the 
movie - with eventually a happy end- 
ing. The Parrel lys go to extreme 
lengths to make you laugh and they 
succeed. 1998. 1 19 minutes. PoxVideo. 
Rated R. 

## ^Glan w - Disney's latest ani- 
mated heroine is a plucky, courageous 
young woman who helps save Imperial 


China from destruction. Mulan {voiced 
by Ming-Na Wen) is an almond-eyed 
beauty almost too outgoing and impul- 
sive to (It in with the dainty protocol 
expected of women of her day. When 
the Huns invade, the emperor decrees 
that one man from each family must 
report for military duty to fight the 
intruders. To save her ailing father, 
Mulan, posing as a man, slips away to 
join the army in his stead and, with 
uncommon bravery and resourceful- 
ness, helps put the Huns on the run, 
even after her cover is blown, and save 
the empire. As the grateful emperor 
put it, "You don't meet a girl like that 
in every dynasty." Eddie Murphy exu- 
berantly provides the voice ofMulan’s 
sidekick and "protector" Muslin, a 
small, wisecracking dragon. An ele- 
gant . musical epic that adults can 
enjoy. 1998. 87 minutes. Animated. 
Walt Disney Home Video. Rated C. 

"The Alarmist" - a dark, 

humorous showcase comedy in which 
Stanley Tucci plays Heinrich, owner of 
a home security system who peddles 
paranoia along with, protection with a 
unique way of getting across his point: 
He breaks into homes to scare the res- 
idents into buying his service. David 
Arquette is Tommy. Heinrich's naive, 
fresh-laced salesman who not only 


sells a complete system his first time 
out but seduces the customer (Kate 
Capsliaw) as well. All’s rosy until tilings 
take an unexpectedly grim turn and 
Tommy finally discovers what his boss 
has been up to. 1998. 93 minutes. 
Columbia TriStar Home Video. Rated R. 

"Shooting Fish" - a cuu- 
pie or young scam arrisrs - American 
Dylan (Dan Furrermanl and Brit Jaz 
(Stuart Townsend) - are having a ball 
soaking the rich in a series of compli- 
cated schemes in rhis moderately 
entertaining caper comedy. They enlist 
the aid o( a beautiful medical student 
(Kate Beckinsale) in pulling oir a major 
job bur insread are themselves snared 
by her wiles. Soon she is conning the 
con men who have both taken a tum- 
ble for her and is calling the shots to 
suit her own agenda. 1998. 93 min- 
utes. FoxVideo. Rated PC. 

"Cub©" - Six strangers suddenly 
find themselves trapped in a seeming- 
ly endless maze of interlocking and 
booby-trapped cubical chambers. They 
know neither why they’re there nor 
how to get out but that doesn'r stop 
them from trying. An absorbing nighr- 
marish drama in the "Twilight Zone” 
mode. 1998. 90 minutes. Trimark 
Home Video. Rated R, 


Montana" - Kyra Sedgcwick 
plays a professional assassin who runs 
afoul of the mob in this brural little 
crime opus. She's marked for extermi- 
nation when accused of killing the 
boss's soil and, with her partner, the 
ubiquitous Stanley Tucci, of running 
off with a roii of mob loot. Bullets fly 
as thick as a New Mexico sandstorm 
and the body count is asrninoinic.il. 
1998. 97 minutes. Columbia TriStar 
Home Video. 

"Who Am I?"- on thciKvis 
of his popular U.S. effort "Rush Hour" 
comes yet another Jackie Chan epic 
Irom his Hong k'ong days. In this one. 
which he co-wrote and directed, he's 
the only survivor from a betrayed com- 
mando team recruited by the CIA to 
steal a very powerful explosive and 
though lie can remember nothing, the 
bad guys still want him dead. 1998. 
108 minutes. Columbia TriStar Home 
Video. Rated PG-13. 

VWBITS ! 


mm mu mi mum msritun 


"Lethal Weapon A" climbed to No. I on 
this week’s US rental chart while “The 
Truman Show" landed in No. 6 in its 


first week among the top 10. "Blade" 
climbed to tile nmnemp spot, fol- 
lowed by “Six Days, Seven Nights,” 
erstwhile leader "The Negotiator" and 
"Om Of Sight" to round our the top 
five. Also new on the list are “How 
Stella Got Her Groove Back" at No. 8 
and "Disturbing Behavior” I Oth. Those 
high-powered disaster (licks 
“Armageddon" and "Titanic” were still 
running 1-2 among video sales... 

Coming up next: "Aiitz.’’ “Rounders" 
and “John Carpenter's Vimpires”.,. fyt 
Oprah Winfrey's "Beloved," “Meet Joe 
Black" with Brad Pitt and “Babe: A Pig 
In The City” are coining to home video 
in April... 

The sledgehammer humor of The 
Three Stooges, those masters of comic 
chaos whu made an art of die eye- 
gouge, the nose pull, the noggin- 
knock over three decades of slapstick 
shenanigans, is once again on display. 
Columbia TriSrar is issuing “Curly 
Classics I and II," two new volumes of 
'30s Stooges shorts featuring the 
team’s most enduring star with titles 
such as "Cactus Makes Perfect," "Cents 
Wirhnut Cents" and "Termites or 
1938”. 

By JACK E. WILKINSON 

United Press International 


IfVluii vvnui BY TRICKY RICH KANE 

, pinHnnnl Clark ailurm-d < II Evcty answer Is a rhyming 

ff- l I m V f 'l — I — I pair of words (like FAT CAT 

I | | D I II I and DOUBLE TROUBLE), end 

, Mjiv esiiionniu* experts ( 1 ) they ivlll lit in the letter 

[ | | I I I square s. The number alter the 

__LJ_JHL_LJ I — I — I definition tells you how nitiiiy 

3. Tale about n farm structure ( 1 1 syllables In each word. 


i Absurd “Big Chiir nctros* Mog €81 


S .Newamaker Lewinsky's 

III I I I I ■ 

fl, Less Blender lenper ( 2 ) 


7 , Exactitude cancel Intion ( 3 ) 


n , aJ| & 1989 Unnsd Fetfura Syndicate. Ino. 
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SCRABBLE® Is a trademark cA Hasbro in [he United Siaiw end Canada and elsewhere of 
iW 8pur & Sons PlC © 1999 Hasbro. All rig his reserved. Used with permission. 
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PAR SCORE 150-160 

by J u DD FOUR back total 

1 TIME LIMIT 20 MIN 

DIRECTIONS: Make a 2 to 7 letlei word Irom the letters in “ ch r °“ *?| 
(minis ol each word, using scoring dlrecllona at right. 7-tetter words ge 1 50-po n 
bonus. "Blanks" used as any letter have no point value. All Jud * 8 “°™ s 
TDe Official Scrabble Players Dictionary 

Scrabble Words (Chambers). JUDD'S SOLUTION TOMORROW 
2-2-99 © 1999. United Feature Syndicate, me. 
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CLIFF'S NOTES The Daily Classical Music Column from United Press International 


Him kriiisilk and jasoia iinn: 17 

♦This is Violin Day. or ought to be. Ttoo 
of the greatest violinists of all time 
were born on February 2nd. 

♦Fritz Kreisler was born in Vienna on 
this day in 1875. 

♦The Krelslers were a musical family 
something not uncommon In Vienna of 
that time. And little Fritz was handed a 
miniature violin at the age of four. He 
was a child prodigy. Today we remem- 
ber Kreisler for his violin exercises. 
♦Jascha Heifetz was bom in Vilnius, 
Lithuania, on this day in 1901. 

♦His father was also a violinist. Heifetz 
was one of the first great violinists of 
the recording age. 

IVM I.MliKIA 

♦Palestrina died on this day in 1 59*1. 
♦To older classical musk fans, the 
main distinction of Palestrina was that 
his life was the first chapter of most 
popular bonks oil classical music that 


mentioned anything ai all hefnro the 
Baroque era. 

♦Today, his music is beginning to enjoy 
something of a resurgence tlwnks to 
the proliferation of CD labels looking 
for fresh material to issue. 

♦Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina was 
bom in either 1525 or I52f» in the vil- 
lage of Palestrina just outside of Rome. 
He composed and sang choral music 
for Pope Julius. 

♦Two popes later. Palestrina was more 
or less fired because the new pope did- 
n't like married men in the choir. So 
Palestrina packed up his wile and two 
sons and betaine music director «l 
another Rome area church. 

♦The Plague killed Palestrina’:, whole 
family in the 1570s, hut lie married 
again this lime nianying into money 
and lived happily ever al'iei, managing 
his wife's business while still finding 
lime to compose. Palest i ilia's instill- 
ment al music has mostly vanished Inn 


in the choral department, there are 
scores of scores. 

♦Wagner admired his music and most 
ol the wry few people who have actu- 
ally studied it say Palestrina ranks .is 
one of the greatest composers of all 
time. 


♦ Char pent ier's opera "Louise" pre- 
miered on this Jay in 1900. It was 
aboul an ill-fared seamstress. The 
opera made so much money. 
Cl tapei trier established a music school 
for real-life wmkiug girls. 


♦On this tl.iv. in l*MK. 2*1 musicians 
published an open lettoi attacking the 
t/.ai lor having tumps lire on demenv 
Mi. tints. Among those who signed it 
was Seigei Kacimi.minoll. 

Hv f/nuwd |)ii i j — ■ (riPfl 


y Q DAY IN Mill SIC wi,st 

T oday's birthdays 

include bassist Skip i„ 1 984. IMi hvn.ii.n «« rn.il- 

Battin ol the Byrds, |,„ Anc.-l.-. L" wiui v.-.i. 

New Riders of the Purple described as "imiun surge tv. 

Sage, and also Ihe Hying 

Burrite Brothers, who was 1987. r.lnv n..i.- i.cmi LiIk-i 
born In 1934 (age founder Allred Lum died at 'lie age «•» 

65)...RuEty Kershaw in 7H 
1940 (age 59). ..Graham 

Nash, of Ihe Hollies and ^ (993. C reed ei ice lUmiw.ih.-i 
also Crosby M'> ls ,,nd J*"*' Reviva |- S loguuy W his buttle 
In 194* (nge B7)...Bellamy ^ |ijs Mt)rd when .1 fedm 

Brother Howard Bellamy In a( ap|3L . als courl that the label did 
1946 (ago 53)o-.Oenfle n ' t breech its comi.iLt when it withliol 
Giant singer and saxo- one-poi i« -cwo-m i llUm dollars in myn 


in 1987. I’, lue Null 1 retold label 
founder Allred Imn died at tile age «•! 


1 yea is past nil this dnv in Pop niusic 

P.eiiwli.-m ■ who hoiindu ilie Itealle-. in 
the United Male- in I'lM - aiui'iiiiued 
plan-. I nr a /.“.til .iniinvi -ai y VV....dMinl 
lesitv.il. 

Alst» in 1994. i.'mucv lolies 

1 e'.eiveJ ihe legend in le.ldeislilp 
Award I min I nnuv llmvcisiiy m 
Ail. ini a 


i„ 1993. l. reed lm ice Cleat w.uei i„ 1995. i lie Pei-ordiug hidusi 


Brother Howard Bellamy In 
1944 (age S3)...Oentle 
Giant singer and saxo- 


Glant singer * one-pram-wu-. V, , 

phenlst Derek Sholman in ,i es from singer, t-ogvny w.,um isk.- 


mn hlilHIlt I 
ihut hi m/irm 
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THERE S SOMETHING AIK M l' 
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1947 (age B2).»ond Alan 
McKay of Barth Wind and 
fire in 1948(ageBl). Also in 1 993. country singer Willie ( 

Nelson reached a compromise with the , 
IRS over the back taxes he owed the 
Today's wildcat Rillostenen government. The deal meant they d call 
it even. ..and his debt would be marked 

In 1959. Buddy Holly. Ritchie "paid." 

Rlchardson played what would be their And in 1 9 9 3. Hatty Conrack Junior 
final show.. .at the Surf Ballroom la waJ g|Ven a conditional release from 

Clear Lake. Iowa, the three were killed j||ega | Mn posS ession charges. The 
early the next morning in a plane crash. ct)11Ig es stemmed from his trying to 

carry an unloaded pistol onto a flight at 
m 1963. English singer Helen JFK Airport in New York the previous 
Shapiro began a concert tour of Britain December, 
with the Beatles as her opening act. ^ ^ igg3 

■ 1 Q 7 7 Robert Plant came down Development received a record six 

InlV/ ■ . n |,. No[lh nominations for the Soul TYaln Music 

with tonsllltis and Led Zeppelins Noth 
American topr wss postponed tmhl Awards. 

Ju " e ' 9 .. And In 1993. Cnrtli Brooks. Vince 

. 1 Q 79 Sid Vicious of the Sex Gill and George Strait tied with five 

n ' . ■ ' • , i ' nominations each for the TNN/Music 

Pistols died front » If® 1 " ■ " cily (Sews Countty Awards. 

. .one day after being released on bail W 

virhila facing pnitdef.iHiatges in lu* *trl- • . 

^“d'sditl,. : : 4 In 1 994. New York promoter Sid 


Toduv'B musical rsilloaftottos: 


As social i<m ‘*1 America .umnuiKeii that 
“Riunnurs" by I Il-l'IV.’iuhI Mac was m>v. 
ilu* secoLul-best svlImg album in the 
United States with sales t-.pping the 
17-inillioit mark. 

Also in 1995. Billhuaid Magazine 
reported that Capital Records was 
working on a chrvc-CD compilation 
that included significant portions of the 
fabled Beach Boys album "Smile" ■ Brian 
Wilson's unfinished masterpiece that 
was never released. 

In 1998 , the widow of enterrainer- 

turned-poliiician Sonny Bono- killed 
the previous month in a skiing accident 
- launched her campaign for her late 
husband’s California congressional 


By fVnny Nelson (Ufl/J 

Today's musical quiz: 

Rat Benatar sang the theme 
sang far a mid-1980s movie 
starring Helen slater. Can you 
name the tune and the film? 

???????? 

j, utofajtmjo pv*Srt r am. au out atfl 
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KAFELNIKOV AND HING 
WIN AUSTRALIAN OPE 


Yevginy Kafelnikov and 
women's defending champion 
Martina Hingis proved this 
weekend that mental toughness 
counts when Grand Slam titles 
are at stake. 

Kafelnikov came back from a 
set down to win the Australian 
Open men's singles when lie 
beat unsecded Thomas Enqvist 
of Sweden 4-6. 6-0. 6-3, 7-6 
(7/1) in 2hr 26min in Sunday's 
final. 

Enqvist broke Kafelnikov In 
the fifth game for rhe first set 
but then lost nine games in a 
row as his forehand went to 
pieces. 

"I broke Thomas mentally," 
said the Russian. “I thought I'd 
never come back from the first 
set but I knew if I stayed in the 
match I'd MELBOURNE, Jan 31 
(AFP) - Russian 10th seed 
Yevgeny have my chance.” 

Enqvisr denied he had blown 
the match. “Today I just missed 
a bit more," he said. 

"I won M matches and I don't 
think that Is a sign of choking, t 
don't sec myself as a choker," 
he said. 

Enqvist had been unbeaten in 
his last 14 matches, taking in 
the Australian Hardcourt 
Championships and Kooyong 
Classic, since coming to 
Australia. 

But he could not produce the 
tennis that had disposed of top 
Australians Pat Rafter, third 
seed and US Open champion, 
and No 14 seed Mark 


Philippoussis. to reach his first 
Grand Slam final in 21 attempts. 

Hingis overcame a gutsy chal- 
lenge from unseeded Amelie 
Mauresmo of France in 
Saturday's women's final. 

The Swiss world No 2 won 6- 
2. 6-3 in 67 minutes but only 
after Mauresmo had saved six 
match points. 

"The pressure got to me. I 
felt sluggish. I couldn’t go for 
my shots," said the 19-year-old 
Mauresmo after the first senior 
tournament final of her career. 

The Frenchwoman, who had 
fought hack to beat world No I 
Lindsay Davenport in the semi- 
finals, put a knee-high volley 
into the net after hitting win- 
ners on four match points. 

Hingis admitted she had 
played the big points better for 
her 2 1st straight win in 
Melbourne in the last three 
years. 

Kafelnikov thanked world No 
I Pete Sampras Tor opting out 
of the first Grand Slam of the 
year. 

“This is really a wonderful 
feeling. Thanks for letting me 
do that," he said. 

"Now i know wliai it really 
takes to win another Grand 
Slam. I can really enjoy it, it's a 
great feeling.” said the 1996 
French Open champion, who 
moved to No. 3 in the world 
with his win, replacing 
Australia's Rafter. 

The women's final was the 
first all-teenage final in 38 


years. 

The last rime two teenagers 
squared off for the Australian 
Open title was in 1961 when 
Margaret Court played fellow 
Australian Jan Lehane. On that 
day Court, 18. beat the 19-year- 
old Lehane 6- 1 . 6-4. 

Mauresmo. whose broad 
shoulders and travelling girl- 
friend had mesmerised 
Australia, had been attempting 
to become the first unseeded 
player to win a women's Grand 
Slam since Chris O'Neil here in 
1978. 

Hingis and Davenport both 
apologised to Mauresmo for 
some silly remarks about her 
gender and the young 
Frenchwoman emerged as the 
more mature with astonishing 
calmness under the media 
glare. 

Mauresmo. junior French 
Open and Wimbledon champi- 
on in 1996, had saved two 
match points in her first round 
encounter with Corina_ 

Morariu oF the United States 
but seven match points in the 
final proved beyond the world 
No 29. 

However. her 339,500 
Australian dollars (203,700 US) 
in prize money doubled her 
career earnings. 

Drug accusations, Anna 
Kournikova's yips and Venus 
Williams' beads dominated the 
earlier stages of the tourna- 
ment which saw the men’s 
seeds savaged. 


Kournikova, the Russian 10th 
seed, chalked up pn Australian 
Open record 31 double faults 
against Japan's Miho Saeki. who 
still failed to win, before 
squeezing Through to a fourth 
round match with France' 
Mary Pierce who was not 
generous as the Japanese. 

Only five men's seeds 
Andre Agassi (5), Karol Kucera 
(7), Yevgeny Kafelnikov (10). 
Mark Philippousis (14) and Todd 
Martin (15) — qualified for the 
round of 16. That was just 
better than last year's tourna 
menc which produced an Oper 
era record. 

Defending champion Petr 
Korda returned to the Czech 
Republic a chastened man after 
being dragged through the 
grinder over the steroid test he 
failed at last year’s Wimbledon. 

But he won a legal battle 
the London High Court with the 
International Tennis Federation 
which was trying to overturn 
the slap on the wrist its 
appeals committee had adn 
isle red. 

Jim Courier, a former world 
No 1 and double champion 
here, even went so far as to 
suggest other players may be 
using the undetectable EPO 
drug cyclists use to improve 
stamina. 

ITF president Brian Tobin was 
forced to call a press confer- 
ence to deny drugs was a major 
problem in tennis. 

Top seed Marcelo Rios of 




Chile and No 10 Goran Open diampion_cliampionJaiu 
Ivanisevic of Croatia withdrew Novotna of the Czech Republic, 
injured without playing on tire playing here for the first time in 
opening day, raising concerns three years, and 


that the Australian Open was 
too early in a long season. 


Arantxa Sanchez Vicario of 
Spain were early casualties bur 


Sampras had already decided generally the women's seedings 
to opt out for that very reason. wellt t0 form _ 

The biggest osers were the Davenp o r fs run was ended 
Spanish whose 14 mens players b Mllllresnlo aftc ,. she had 
were ail sunk by the second , .. ....... , 

round. They included French lr0Unred V f"" S W ' lhan ’ s ' f a 
Open champiun and « ot ,n, ° a dlther w,len hcr hair 

No 4 seed Carlos Moya and bcads *■**«• over the court 
second seed Alex Corretja, who an ° s " e wns docked a point 
had won the ATP world chainpi- whldl cost l,er a vitai S ame ' 
onsliip in Germany in Stem Craf was destroyed ft 
November. Monica Seles in a battle of four- 

Agassi, who has had ro climb times winners but Seles was 
out of a deep hole tn get back rlien P llt t0 tlie sword by Hingis, 

among rhe top ten. believed he who ended the former champi- 

was playing his best tennis on’s run of 33 unbeaten march- 
since losing to Sampras in the es at this tournament. 

1995 US Open final. "I was too slow starting," 

Unrated Vince Spadea of the Seles said. 

United Stares put an end to that Swiss efficiency and Russian i 
daydream. tenacity were the hallmarks of 


Wimbledon nnd_French this year's tournament. 

Winners at the Australian Open 

Melbourne (dpa) - Title winners at the 7.5-million-dollar 
Australian Open which ended Sunday: 

Men’s singles - Yevgeny Kafelnikov, Russia 
Women's singles - Martina Hingis, Switzerland ; " ■' 

Men’s doubles -Jonas Bjorkman, Sweden-Pat Rafter, Australia 
Women’s doubles - Martina Hingis, Switzerland-Anna 
Kournikova, Russia 

Mixed doubles - David Adams-Mariaah D6 Ssardt; South Africa 
Junior boys singles - Kristian Pless, Denmark;/. 

Junior girls singles - Virginie Razza no, France 

Junior boys doubles - Jurgen Melzer. Austria-Krisiian Pless. 

Denmark 

Junior girls doubles • Eleni Danlldou, Greece -Virginie Razzano, 
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ITyson wins second rolex 

24-HOUR IN THREE YEARS 


DAYTONA BRAC.H, Florida (AP), A 
Riley 8t Scou Mark 111, owlrivcn by u*ani- 
Qttner Rob Dysmi, splashed lo victory with 
Butdi Leitzingir behind the wheel Sunday 
in the Rolex 24 at Daytona International 
Speedway. 

J Also taking their turns, and enduring the 
worst of the weather, were Elliott Forbes- 
Robinson and Englishman Andy Wallace. 
Alter a warm, sunny start to the twlce- 
round-the-dock event on Saturday, rain 
developed overnight. As l.e it zinger drove it 
to the finish, water pellet! into the open- 
cockpit of the red. white and blue Can-Am 
car. "Elliott and Andy rook the most treach- 
erous moments when the rain was coming 
down really hard, and l was able to just get 
in and ease it to the end.” I.eitzinger said as 
the entire Dyson team celebrated around 
him. hugging and high-fiving in victory 
lane. Leitzinger was able to cruise Through 
the final two hours with a two-lap lead over 
the runner-up Ferrari 333SP of Max 
Angelelli of Italy, Allan McNish uf Scotland, 
Wayne Taylor of South Africa and Didier de 
Radigues of Belgium. Hie official margin 
was one lap plus 1 minute. 55.69 seconds. 


The winners covered 708 laps 
2,520.48 miles (4,056.13 kilometers), oii 
the 3. 56-mile (5. 73-kilometer), 1 1-turn road 
course. They averaged 104.9 mph (168.81 
kilometers per hour). 

“It was a iiard race,” said Forbes- 
Robinson, like Wallace a three-time winner 
in the Rolex 24. ' ' We had competition the 
whole way. "The only mechanical problems 
rhe winners had through the gruelling 
event were a broken alternator that cost 
them four laps in the pits during the first 
four hours or the race and losing radio 
communications after the rain began 
Sunday morning. 

It was the second victory in three years 
for Dyson's team in the premier sports car 
race in the United States. In fact, all four 
winning drivers were part of the winning 
team in 1997, when an Indianapolis-built 
Riley 8i Scott Ford won for the first 
time.The other Dyson car. shared by pole- 
winner James Weaver of England. Smart 
Hayner, Dorsey Schrocdcr and Dyson, led 
several times in the early going and was out 
front until the sixth hour. 

Then, it collided with a slower car in the 
chicane on the backstrerch. That sent the 


car to the pits for more than an hour and 
ended its shot at the victory. But, eventual- 
ly, the car returned to competition, and 
Dyson was on the track at the end. finishing 
22nd, 1 15 laps behind on the 3.56-mile, II- 
turn road circuit. 

A Can-Am class Ferrari shared by CART 
stars Jimmy Vasser and Max Papis, former 
Formula One driver Stefan Johansson and 
owner Jim Matthews led several times in 
the first half of the race. 

But they wound up third, trailing the 
winners across the finish line by 14 laps. 

Fourth, five more laps back, was another 
Ferrari, this one driven by Enzo Culderari, 
Angelo Zadra, Carl Rosenblud and Lilian 
Hryner. one of only three women in the 77- 
car field. The fifth-place car. finish ing just 
643 laps, was another Can-Ani Ferrari, co- 
driven by Henry Camferdain. Duncan 
Dayton. Eliseo Salazar and Scoll Schubnr. 

A Poische 911, tile winning GT3 class 
entry, co -driven by Coil Wagner, Kelly 
Collins, Authuny Lazzarn and Darryl Havens 
finished sixth overall. Next came the GT2 
class winner, another Porsche 911, with 
Andie Ahrle. Hubert Haupt and David 
Warnuck driving. 


SOCCER- ENGLISH FA CHIEF TO SEE 
HODDLE OVER DISABLED SLUR 


LONDON. (Reuters) - England coach 
Glenn Hoddlc will have to answer to the 
Football Association after causing a storm 
with comments he allegedly made about 
disabled people. 

The F.A.'s interim executive director 
David Davies said on Sunday: "Acting F.A. 
chairman GeoffThompson will want to dis- 
cuss this with Glenn personally. 

“He will want to know how a football 
interview with a football reporter turned 
into something different." 

Hoddle is unlikely however to be sacked 
from his Job because there is no-one at the 
FA with that authority following the recent 
resignations of its two most senior execu- 
tives, Graham Kelly and Keith Wiseman, 
over a cash for votes row involving the FA 
of Wales. 

The storm has erupted around Hoddle 
following a report In Saturday's Times 
newspaper quoting him as claiming that 
disabled people were paying for sins in a 
past life. 

The England coach was reported to have 
said to his interviewer: "You and I have 
been physically given two hands and two 
legs and a half-decent brain. 

“Some people have not been born like 
ffiat for a reason. The karma is -working 
from another lifetime. I have nothing to 
hide about that. 

it is pot only people with disabilities. 
What you sow, you have to reap." 

Commenting on the interview, Davies 
said: 1 take it seriously. The people 1 feel 
sorry for in this are the disabled. 

Glenn has strong personal beliefs. The 
irony of the situation is die work Glenn has 
done, publicised and unpublicised, for the 
disabled. 

Glenn is horrified by any upset -He has 
caused by what is reported in The Times 
interview and he is sorry about it" | 

Hoddle’s comments caused a barrage of 



calls for him to resign. 

Freda Murray, chairwoman of soccer's 
Disabled Supporters' Association, said: "it 
is disgusting for a man In his position to be 
talking like this. I take a boy in a wheelchair 
and a boy with Down’s Syndrome to match- 
es. What are they going to think?" 

Sports Minister . Tony Banks said: 
"Anybody who disparages disabled people 
totally Insults them," While blind Education 
Secretary David Blunkett was reported to 
have said: "If Hoddle is right then I must 
have been a failed football manager In a 
previous existence."’ 

There has been universal critlcjsm of 
Hoddle's remarks although he. himself 
claims he' waS quoted out of context. ■ I can 
assure you that is not what I said and that 
is not what I mean," he said. . • 

"I have been misconstrued, misunder- 
stood and misinterpreted.’’ 

But Hoddle's protestations may hot be 

enough to again pacify art. FA that has, so 
far, stood by tlie.coach'who has pourted 


controversy both in his private life and as 
coach. 

Warmly welcomed by fans when he took 
the England job, the former Tottenham 
player has since alienated millions. 

His association with Eileen Drewery, the 
Taith healer Hoddle has used since he was a 
teenager, lias provoked a storm of criti- 
cism. Her influence on the England team in 
the build-up to the World . Cup last year 
raised eyebrows throughout the soccer- 
world. 

But he has stood behind her. involvement 
in the squad and said last year that If the 
FA tried to forbid him. from using her it 
would become “an issue". 

Despite gping out to Argentina in tlie 
second round, England and- HOddle were 
given a heroes' welcome when they 
returned from France. 

This latest row could finally bring to a 
dose his twa^and-a-half year reign as 
, England manager which has been blighted 
/ by a series of gaffes and bad -piiblidiy for 
the last few ipon J vt: : 


FERRARI UNVEILS 
1999 FORMULA 1 CAR 
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BUTYRSKAYA, KWAN ON 
SKATING CHAMPIONSHIP 
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I have read your Zero edition 
of the Arab Daily dedicated to 
His Majesty King Hussien's 
homeconiniig. 

I felt the essence 
of the start of a 
new era in journal- 
* ^ ism in Jordan. 

My first impression was 
always right during my whole 
life, and I will not be wrong this 
time, you are a wonderful 

working together to produce 
such an edition. 

It's an aspiration to see that 
this newspaper deserves all the 
compliments and attention 
from Its readers. 

Slicking through the newspa- 


The Arab Daily *>ci..n edition. 

Snecial Edition ,l ' s an aspiracion t0 see that 

x RSmWI . wfllllffn this newspaper deserves all the 

compliments and attention 
Dear Editor, r . , 

, , . ... . from Its readers. 

I would like to congratulate 

you on your special edition. Slicking through the newspa- 
welcoming the King back P cr - 1 noticed the eye-catching 
home. headings, the variety of choices 

In this edition, you have to read from, including, poli- 

accomplishcd both your pur- tics, economy, sports, enter- 

pose and satisfied our needs. taillmcnt , nd heB | lh etc . T , ie 
Catering to the people's ablli- , - . , ... 

.. - colourful photos, headings and 

ties and expectation, you have K B 

written in as lion-complicated ««*"» crentc adequate satis- 
style, regarding in that most fyfog P’*ce of read, 

levels of English reader under- I'm pioud to have the chance 


stand what they read. 


to positively respond and thank 


You have given us a full cov- n || t ] )ose involved in producing 

erage of the latest derails to . . . ... . r 

. " , . i , the Arab Daily, and I look for- 

whats going on locally and ... 

internationally around the ward co t1c ,,ext lssu ‘-‘ 1 
King's issue. 

Tlic newspaper shows the Yours Sincerely, 

efforts of all there involved Julia Dawoudi. 


newspaper awaiting a prosper- 
ous future, keep it up for the 
benefit of your people and the 
region at large, be special in 
your style, design and the qual- 
ity of news, as you were in your 
Zero edition. 

Congratulations and good 
luck. 


fiQQP.WSKf 


Thank you for your ‘prelime- 
nary issue’ which we under- 
stand to be a gift to His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

As such, it is great. But 
when you are out with your 
regular issue, we would like to 
see a variety of news and arti- 
cles about different issues of 
interest. 

Please remember that first 
impressions last, and the 
Special Edition is not enough. 
Good luck and look forward to 
a paper that we can claim IS 
THE BEST in Jordan! 
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JORDAN'S SECURITY IMPORTANT 
TO UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
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(Continued from page 2) there are a lot of negative 
things in the air. This comes on 
Anybody who says that is top of things that people are 
malicious with intention to already anxious about, the 
harm our bilateral relation. Ido future, which makes that con- 
no t think that anybody in the cem more profound ," 


U.S. government would ever 
presume such a thing. This Is a 


As for outside threats to 
Jordan, the source said "with 


decision only for the King and respect to Syria and Iraq, the 
the Royal Family to take." issues involved are clear 

In response to a question because they are related to 

about a statement made by security concerns. We are very 
Secretary Albright during her sensitive to chose as well. We 
recent visit to the region when try to work closely with the 
she said “we hope this transi- Jordanians as partners on 

tion does not create problems." things that help preserve the 

the source said rhat there will peace." 
always be people who may try The source said that there 
to take advantage of the has been a lot of speculation in 

change in the Royal Family the foreign media the last few 

under any circumstances, days about what's going on 

"There are forces in the region inside the Royal Family and 

that we know well, including things that might have hap- 

some forces in Jordan, who pened while the King was in the 

might try to use an opportunity United States. "I think it’s very 

to advance an agenda that is natural for the Secretary to say 

not in rhe best interest of we believe the stability of 

Jordan. Any time you go Jordan is important to all of us 

through a change like this, peo- and obviously we will do any- 

ple want it to be as smooth and thing that is appropriate for us 

peaceful as possible because to do to try and help them." 


Jordan is such an important 
player." 


Commencing on the sudden 
return of His Majesty King 


The source added: "the Hussein to Mayo Clinic, the 

peace process is going through source said everyone in the 

a difficult period, the economy United States was so happy 

of Jordan is not so good and when the King left for Jordan 


because the medical reports on 
his health were positive. "The 
fact that his health got bad 
again has frightened people. 
Three weeks ago, everybody 
was feeling very positive about 
his health and I am sure he was 
too. To have to go back to the 
Mayo Clinic, and so quickly, 
having been treated for such a 
serious disease, I think people 
are frightened. I think His 
Majesty is the only king Jordan 
has ever known. I think for 
people to even contemplate a 
change, a new king, is very dif- 
ficult for Jordanians because 
their attachment to His Majesty 
is so strong and so profound 
and so deep. In many ways he 
is the father of modern Jordan. 
Everybody knows rhe day will 
come when there will have to 
be a succession, and every- 
body hopes it is as far away as 
possible, 1 think, without 
question, that His Majesty is 
the most extraordinary man I 
have ever met. I wish him and 
Queen Noor and the Royal 
Family every possible peace 
and happiness and security for 
the future." 


SWEEPING CHANGES AT 
AL BILAD, AND QUITE A 
BIT OF PROTOCOL! 


Nor a week after Bassel Tarawneh took a t.M- • r. ••• 

year's leave from the Prime Ministry to nm F.v; j • j 

Al Bilad newspaper, he launched an over- ¥ ‘ 

haul by bringing in new blood and deliver- i 
mg a newborn spirit, that is without firing • 

any bullets or employees! 

"My aim is ro bring rhe paper to the 
frontline in honest competition with the 
weeklies and dailies alike," the new gener- 
al manager told the Arab Daily enthusiast)- . 

cally. "there are major changesl" 

Major indeed. Tarawneh created a j- 

human rights division run by Klialed Abu 1 vjE&Vl 

Khair, assisted by two other editors: l.ina •* - ' ; : ' *■ 

Majali and Nida' Ashour. 

An editorial board was also formed . 

including the membership of Abdullah Abu , > * 

t Human, Ma'moun Douthau. and Bassam ; 

} Antari. Hashern Khalidi became local news £ * . 

editor, Abdulrjhnian Abu Hakineh Political * 

Editor, Khaled Lobaui took over Society and h “ man rig us in w * 1 ' c ' 1 
Culture and Ismail Jnrah was appointed as wil1 tackle democracy, Jc 
: Marketing Manager. tor y ai,d ,a « hut ,,oC ,e ‘ 

. 33-year-okl Tarawneh, who was chief of ^ure en0u ^ 1, The Ara 
the human rights unit at the Prime an informer at Al Bilad that today's front 
Ministry, separated ihe pages of the week- P a E c headline will read-, 
iy adding a govern orates news section. 

Arab and international news, and a page on Tuc „ (unl ,S 
Palestinian aiTairs. He didn’t forget his field ^ fl r Inr 

af expertise: lie allocated a whole page ro movemi 




luim.-r a j^i it s ni^h^li lic saitl Clio p.ipt! 

will tackle democracy. Jordan’s political Iris- p $ A | gj[ nc | was one c f t | le 

tory and last hot not least, corruption. 

Sure enough. The Arab Daily was toltl by first to Send The Aval) Daily il 


bouquet of fresh flowers, a sign 
that smooth Tarawneh didn't 
forget to bring along some pro- 
tocol from the 4th circle! 



stamp with PHOTO or CROWN prince 
AROHU.AH ISSUED IN l‘J(V2 ON THE OCCASION 
OF HIS SECOND IIIKTHDAY. 


THINK TANKS DISCUSS SUCCESSION CHANGE, CROWN PRINCE ABDULLAH 


UM AHMAD'S DILEMMA 


(Continued from page 2) 

J think Prince Abdullah is a very good choice. I 
know him, and I think he is extremely intelligent 
and thoughtful young man. very informal and 
very much like his father. I have no doubt that he 
will do whatever js necessary for Jordan. 

He has been an army commander very quietly, 
and be traveled around the area and came to the 
States and he has been engaged in diplomatic 
activity out of the spot light. No doubt he will be 
able to pull it off. 

The changes in Jordan will have no affect on 
relations with Israel. Jordan has a treaty with 
Israel that will be respected, and there will be 
continued Jordanian support for the Oslo Accords 
and for continuing rhe peace process with the 
Palestinians, Syria and Lebanon. 

I believe there will be continuity and stability in 
Jordan, I see no problem inside Jordan, but one 
has to ask the question if any neighbors will want 
to exploit the new situation. 

The U.S.-Jordanian relations are excellent. 
Some media reports about the U.S. trying to 
influence internal affairs in Jordan is nonsense. It 
is absolutely impossible in the American system. 
There is no chance that anybody in the American 
system could even raise the topic. The U.S. will 
be supportive of Jordan and helpful in whatever 
way needs to be. 

It is very sad to hear about the relapse in King 
Hussein's health. Everybody is hoping for the 
best and praying for him. 

Proaldont off Ihe Arab -American 
Institute In Washington. 

People here in rhe United States, as anywhere 


else in the world, are concerned about the King’s 
health, and about any changes and the impact 
that these changes make. 

Every one is concerned about the future of 
Jordan in a time of change. I don’t think that the 
U.S. has a clear understanding of the Internal 
dynamics of Jordan. It is true that Jordan lives In 
a very complicated environment. 

But it is also true that within that environment. 
Jordan has been moving in a very positive direc- 
tion towards institutionalization of change. And 
even with some setbacks, such as the new press 
law. 

I think Jordan is overcoming that and will 
overcome that. Despite the changes, the body 
politic of Jordan, even with its factions and dif- 
ferences, is not a body politic that is right and 
susceptible to instability that one needs to worry. 
Jordan is a country in change, like Israel is a coun- 
try in change. 

If America is as concerned as it is about Jordan, 
it will make certain that economic development 
takes place and that Jordan receives the benefits 
of peace which it has not yet received. Israel has 
gotten a disproportionate share of the benefits, 
die Jordanians have not. 

That is the thing to do, and not to make state- 
ments that are not based on a real understanding 
of what the Jordanians are doing or what they 
want. The U.S. has been pledging support for a 
long time, but l want to see it. Why the per capi- 
ta Income in Israel is almost $18,000 per person, 
while in Jordan it Is a fraction of that? 

And that is not an issue for the Gulf states to 
resolve atone. It is an issue for the United States 
to take seriously. 

The U.S. sees Jordan as a partner. Anytime 
there is change, there is concern. I don’t see a 
crisis mode or a contingency plan for Jordan, 
People in die Administration knew Prince Hassan 


but to some extent they do not know the new 
Crown Prince. But he does not come into a vacu- 
um, and he does not operate from a vacuum. 

There is a functioning system, there is a parlia- 
ment. there is a cabinet, there are ministers and 
there is a Royal Court, and there is a civil society. 
He inherits a strong and competent group of peo- 
ple who were central to his father’s administra- 
tion and to his uncle's administration and to the 
structure of governance in the country. The 
Prime Minister is a good friend of the United 
States and a strong and competent leader. 

PflYiri Mack 

Former Deputy Assistant Seerotary of 
Stale for Near East Affairs. 

Former Ambassador to the United 
Arab Emirates. 

Currently Vice -President ef the 
Middle East Institute In Washington. 

Like a lot of Americans, I am very sorry to hear 
that the King's health appears to be fragile after 
what we have hoped was a recovery. 

I am not personally acquainted with Crown 
Prince Abdullah, but mutual friends who do know 
him have very high regards for him. I have every 
reason to believe there will continue to be stabil- 
ity and basic continuity of policy on the part of 
the Jordanian government. Every thing that I 
have heard from very senior people In the U.S. 
government has been positive and that's very 
reassuring to me. 

Americans naturally hope they will continue to 
have close bilateral relationships with Jordan, 
and that Jordan will continue to play a construc- 
tive role in the region, Including in the Arab- 
Israell peace process. ■ : 


Senior Follow al The Washington 
Institute For Near East Policy. 

A specialist on Arab-lsraoll and 
Persian Oulf security affairs. 

The relationship between Jordan and Israel B 1 
based on a common interest more than a group 
of personalities. But also there is a bedrock of ; 
common interest and the creation of institution- i 
al interest in the relationship between military 
and security services of the two countries. *'■* 

As a result, 1 think, while the personality of j 
King Hussein was crucial, we have about seventy j 
years of Hashemite policy of dealing with the 
Zionist movement and then Israel. So' I don’t 
think necessarily a lot will change. The quality of 
the relationship can be Influenced by the person- 
alities, but the basic direction of the relationship- ; 
will not be altered much. 

The peace treaty between Jordan and Israel Is a ’ 
major component of their national security ; 
Right now we are heading into final status nego- 
tiations between Israel and the Palestinians, and ■_ 
both Israel and Jordan have a great interest In 
maintaining a high degree of coordination. 

The very future of both countries will be affect-: 
ed by final status negotiations, and because of 
the basic interests of the two countries,- they will 
continue to coordinate in the security realm. 
You might see the profile of the relationship that 
might be affected in some ways, In terms of the, 
public profile that any successor to the King will ? 
take. But I don't think the fundamentals of the 
relationship will change. Tlte fbture relationship 
will depend on who will win the elections to 
Israel and who the successor’s advisors will turn; 
to be. 


S tarting from Abdoun,.or down- 
town. some women drive lo Al- 
Hussein refugee camp looking for 
what is traditionally expected of them: 
Home cooked food. The f3Ct that many 
women are finding their way to the 
workplace, has opened a door for an 
impoverished refugee to start a busi- 
ness af her own. 

Hadya Ramadan, known to her cus- 
tomers Urn Ahmad, says as she sits in 
her 4x2 meters living room decorated 
with a tableau of beads and spangles 
“In 1990,1 came up with the idea of 
cooking on order for families, when 
my husband, a house painter, became 
paralyzed after an on-the-job injury to 
his spine. 

"My family encouraged me to work 
and my 9 children assisted me. In my 
early years of marriage, I used to sort 
grains In my free time and sell them. I 
could not accept money In return for 
nothing." 

Tb make ends meet, Urn Ahmad 
launched her business by following a 
very simple marketing plan: to go to 
private and public companies and 
institutions where women work and 
offer them her list of home-made dish- 
es. 

I promoted my services by myself. I 
now have around 15 to 20 clients," 
adding that her customers are mainly, 
women employees and housewives 
from varied social classes who do not 
have the time to cook. 

There are modest upper-class fami- 
es who drive to the camp to pick up 


their order and those who send their 
chauffeurs," says Urn Ahmad. Recently, 
she also expanded her business into 
frozen goods by buying a freezer on 
instalments. 

by SAMAR HIJJAWT 

Impressed by her drive for success 
and the quality of her food, the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) started marketing her sorted 
grains through their centers. In addi- 
tion, they nominated her to participate 
in a pastries and deserts course. "I 
used to compete with my teacher in 
doing the pastries and deserts," Um 
Ahmad says proudly. 

The most interesting oFUm Ahmad's 
dishes is maftoul. the Palestinian tradi- 
tional meal, made from wheat flour 
and crushed wheat. 

"Families prefer the home made 
maftoul, because it is tastier and has 
homemade savour, unlike the factory- 
made or restaurants' cooking," says 
the 46-year-old woman. 

Producing a reasonably priced prod- 
uct, Um Ahmad's business grew steadi- 
ly. 

"I charge one dinar per kilo when 
they pick up the order, and one and 
quarter dinars per kilo with delivery, 
yet l.sell everybody at the same price,", 
she says, making it dear that she does 
not over-charge the rich, - 

■frad it tonally, women Inherit the 
spectacular qit of making maftoul from - 
their mothers or grandmothers. In this 
case, Um Ahmad was taught by her - 


daughter Nevine. 

“I used to buy maftoul, however I 
now make it and sell it," she says with 
high confidence. Her daughter learned 
the art from an older woman; an 
expert. 

Palestinians adopted maftoul as 
their traditional food, after it was 


where it was born am! named oms- 
cons. 

Factory-made mnitoul did not exist 
until 6 nr 7 years ago. N»«w. il is avail- 
able frozen in most supermarkets in 
Amman. 

Um Ahmad, making a strung stand 
against beggers, believes her ex peri- 



brought to their land by Muslim pil- 
grims wlio made it a point , to visit 
Jerusalem after the Hajj to -Mecca, 
maftoul; after the dispossession of 
Palestinians In 1948 and 1967. become 
a popular meal in many countries In 
the region. Iff addition to fctottfr Africa 


ence could bo a good example, for oth- 
ers suffering financial strife. 

"I plways advice women In the camp 
to follow ray steps and start their own- 
business instead of going from house 
to- house asking for financial help. I 
also encourage the wpnveti to attend 


iuliur.rl .uni IhmIiIi 1 cam vs held ai ilk- 
Jordanian Women Union quarters ill 
the camp." says \he c»»ok. 

The entrepreneur dues not keep her 
formulas secret, it is her pleasure to 
teach any woman her culinary arts. 
Even when the lower income families 
can not pay for the food, she does not 
hesitate to make a delivery. "May God 
forgive them," is Um Ahmad's motto, 
’subheadline: From fully booked last 
Ramadan to only two orders this year. 

But, not all is well with Um Ahmad's 
innovative business. Recently, she 
started experiencing a decline in 
income accompanied by proof that she 
was not the only one suffering. 

“Everybody is complaining from the 
economical depression, even the 
upper dass. The merchants that 1 buy 
my supplies from are complaining as 
well," Um Ahmad cries out. 

"During Ramadan last year, I was 
fully booked. This year I had only two. 
orders," $he stresses. 

Looking at her elder son's picture 1 , 
she continues, “Ahmad, a driver, is the 

only other person who h/is a job in this, 
family. My work used to support us, 
but not this year. I used to make, 
around 120 to 150 dinars per month.. 

In addition, Ahmad brought in around 
150 dinars, but now l owe money to 
people. The creditors are patient, but: 
no one knows till when." 

As far as Hadya Is concerned, the? . . 
economy is not as it used, to be. WKa^ 
makes her mosl} surprlred iicKat_vvtia?| 
she calls "depression" Has 


